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Can He Count on You? 
By Dorothy Conant Stroud 


ARK and heed the call! The Master 
Needs His workers true; 

Lo, the whitened fields are waiting! 
Can He count on you? 

Courage for the task He promised, 
Strength to last you through; 

Will you give yourself in service? 
Can He count on you? 


Hear the Master softly speaking, 
“Work there is to do.” 

Will you answer, “I go gladly”— 
Can He count on you? 

All your life will be more blessed, 
With joy sweet and new; 

Will you answer, “Send me, Master!” 
Can He count on you? 


That Special Speaker 


When a so-called outside speaker is 
invited to a church or Sunday school, 
Christian courtesy suggests that several 
things should be done for him. Such 
information as the following should be 
sent him in writing: the correct name 
and address of the church or meeting 
place; the time of day, the day of the 
week, and the date of the meeting; the 
name, ‘address, and telephone number of 
the pastor, superintendent, or someone 
else whom he can write or call in case 


of emergency or change of plans. In 
this modern age he should be told 
whether he is expected to bring Koda- 
chrome slides and projector and screen, 
or whether the screen and projector 
will be provided by the church; and a 
table and extension wire for the pro- 
jector should be supplied by the church, 
and in place when he gets there. If the 
speaker is driving, he should be given 
exact directions as to how to reach the 
meeting place and where he may park 
his car. If he comes from a distance 
for an evening meeting, his entertain- 
ment should be provided at least for 
supper, the night, and breakfast. Un- 
less the pastor or superintendent can 
do it himself, someone should be de- 
tailed to be at the church early enough 
to meet the speaker when he comes 
and make sure that all is in order for 
him. .The chairman of the meeting 
should get his title and name correctly 
beforehand and a few facts about him 
to use in the introduction, which should 
not be long, fulsome, and tiresome. It 
always helps if the honorarium can be 
given right after the meeting, since 
many Christian workers are traveling on 
narrow financial margins; and if this 
cannot be done, let someone assure him 
that it will be sent to him and then see 


that it is done. If he is a missionary, 
or represents any other Christian organ- 
ization, and the honorarium is intended 
for him personally, then this should be 
made clear to him. Unless this is done, 
conscientious workers will always turn 
the money in to headquarters; and of 
course a record should be sent to the 
office wherever this is expected. Ex- 
perience shows that all these details 
have been neglected at one time or an- 
other. Regrettable examples could be 
given, but, even though camouflaged, 
they might be detected by those con- 
cerned and cause hurt feelings. So 
generalities will have to suffice. But 
let pastors and officers be careful not 
to use generalities when they are mak- 
ing arrangements with speakers! Let 
them put themselves in the other man’s 
place from the time he is invited until 
his engagement is completed, and then 
they are likely to remembr what should 
be done. Careful attention to these de- 
tails will avoid confusion, unnecessary 
fatigue for the speaker, and what could 
be serious mistakes. Remember the 
words of the Apostle Peter, after he had 
been long in service, “Finally, be ye all 
of one mind, having compassion one of 
another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be 
courteous” (1 Pet. 3:8). 


lll. Years of Conflict and Progress 
By Allan A. MacRae, Ph.D., President, Faith Theological Seminary 


This editorial reviews “The Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers,” Second 

Series, 14 volumes, edited by Philip Schaff, D.D., first published in 1886 

and now reprinted in 1956, (Wm, B. Eerdmans Pub, Co., Grand Rapids 
3, Mich.; 14 volumes, $80; single volumes, $6 each.) 


of the Christian Church between 
the time of the apostles and the 
Council of Nicea (A.D. 325), he will not 
find the writings of the Ante-Nicene 


T ONE desires to know the history 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“But the mercy of the Lord is 
from everlasting to everlasting 
upon them that fear him, and his 
righteousness unto children’s chil- 
dren” (Psa. 103:17). 




















Fathers sufficient for his purpose. Dur- 
ing this entire period scarcely one book 
of church history was written. Chris- 
tians wrote many Apologies, or attempts 
to present a reasonable argument for 
the truth of their religion; they com- 
posed many -attacks on the false doc- 
trines that crept into the church; they 
discussed the meaning of Biblical pas- 
sages at great length; but they made 
no attempt to write a continuous his- 
tory of the development and progress 
of the church. This was because they 
were constantly expecting their Lord 
to return and set up His promised King- 









786 (2) 


dom of righteousness and peace. Their 
task was to witness to Him while He 
tarried, and to gather as large a group 
as possible to meet Him at His coming. 
Energetically applying themselves to 
this vital God-appointed task, there is 
no evidence that they ever paused to 
trace in detail the events that had 
passed since the Resurrection, 

After three centuries of alternation 
between short periods of intense perse- 
cution and long periods of growth and 
witness, the Church -encountered the 
greatest persecution of all—that of Dio- 
cletian. All the power of the mighty 
Roman Empire was concentrated on the 
task of destroying Christianity. Diocle- 
tian’s own wife and daughter were 
forced to recant their Christian pro- 
fession; high officials in his court were 
tortured or killed; special efforts were 
made to destroy the leadership of the 
Church; the sacred Scriptures were 
sought out for destruction. Nearly ten 
years of unceasing effort to root out 
Christianity failed to accomplish the 
task. Even the heathen leaders came 
to see that it had grown too strong 
to be destroyed, unless the empire itself 
were to be dissolved into chaos. So the 
pagan leadership that had come to the 
fore after the resignation of Diocletian 
gave up the struggle, and ordered the 
persecution stopped. The _ surviving 
Christians saw not only a cessation of 
persecution: they witnessed the rise to 
imperial power of one who favored 
Christianity, and found the new em- 
peror, Constantine, giving constant im- 
perial support to Christianity, 

It seemed as if a new age had dawned. 
Instead of being at times a persecuted 





This set of fourteen volumes is 
one of three sets in which are re- 
printed the unabridged writings 
of the early church Fathers. The 
first set of ‘ten volumes, “The 
Ante-Nicene Fathers,” was re- 
viewed in THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times of September 28, 1957, and 
covers the period down to A.D. 
325. The second set, “The Nicene 
and Post-Nicene Fathers,” First 
Series, 14 volumes, was reviewed 
in the Tres last week, and covers 
the writings of St. Augustine and 
St. Chrysostom. The third set, 
“The Nicene and Post-Nicene 
Fathers,” Second Series, 14 vol- 
umes, here reviewed, include the 
chief writings of the Fathers from 
Eusebius to John of Damascus, - 
and Ambrose to Gregory the 
Great. Each volume carries an 
index of subjects, and, where ap- 
propriate, an index of Scripture 
texts mentioned. All are hand- 
somely bound in durable cloth 
with gold titles. The entire three 
sets, 38 volumes, sell for $200. 
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religion and at other times a merely 
tolerated one, Christianity was now the 
most popular religion in the empire, 
with every reason to expect that it 
would eventually become the supreme 
one. Many ceased to look with longing 
for the return of their Saviour:,. instead 
they began to rejoice in the favor of 
the supreme earthly ruler, and to look 
forward to the making of a Christian 
world with imperial help. Under these 
circumstances it was very natural that 
men should begin to trace the steps by 
which Christianity had grown and 
spread during the three centuries that 
had passed. Writers carefully gathered 
the facts that had been passed on by 
word of mouth, and searched through 
earlier Christian writings to find addi- 
tional information regarding the history 
of the church. The first three volumes 
of “The Nicene and _  Post-Nicene 
Fathers,” Second Series, consist almost 
entirely of histories, presenting the 
story of the Christian leaders since the 
time of the apostles. Without these 
writings our knowledge of the history 
of the ante-Nicene period would be 
extremely fragmentary. 

Yet the century that began with the 
accession of Constantine did not prove 
to be one of quiet progress. Almost im- 
mediately a new heresy arose, and 
aroused so much dissension that the 
whole empire was filled with confusion. 
This was the heresy of Arius, a view 
which gave Christ great honor, declar- 
ing Him to be the first and greatest 
of all created beings, and yet not God, 
for, the Arians declared, there had been 
a time when Christ did not yet exist. 
A noted thinker of the nineteenth cen- 
tury related that at one time he had 
thought it ludicrous that the Christian 
world should have divided itself in two 
over just one Greek letter, the i which 
distinguished the Homoiousians, those 
who said that the nature of Christ was 
similar to that of the Father, from the 
Homoousians, who maintained that His 
substance was identical with that of 
the Father. Yet this same thinker later 
declared that he had come to see that 
the very existence of Christianity had 
been at stake in this question which 
loomed so large in the first century 
after the accession of Constantine. 

Constantine called the Council of 
Nicea to determine the matter, and 
after considerable hesitation that body 
produced a statement which clearly up- 
held the full deity of Christ, declaring 
that He was of the same substance as 
the Father. The faith of the mass of 
Christian believers had triumphed over 
the doubts of the theologians. Arius 
and the few who still stood by him were 
banished for a time. Constantine re- 
joiced that unity and peace would now 
reign in the church. 

Yet the Arians, apparently van- 
quished, gradually regained their power, 
until it seemed as if their views would 
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become universal. Weasel-worded dec- 
larations of faith, clever evasions, per- 
sonal recrimination—all the devices that 
anti-Christian thought can use so clev- 


(Continued on page 802) 








Notes on Open Letters 
Who Is the Captain of Your Soul? 


Several years ago you published in 
THE SunDAy ScHOOL Times W. E, Hen- 
ley’s poem, “Invictus,” and alongside, 
another poem in the same literary 
style, line by line, but contrasting the 
experience of the devout Christian 
with the experience of this man evi- 
dently out of Christ. There was also 
a picture of two sailors, one fright- 
ened and one confident. I kept the 
clipping a long time, but have lost it. 

If you could run it again many peo- 
ple would be helped by it. Those last 
two lines, with “Christ is” substituted 
for “I am,” would make a striking 
climax to a sermon.—A Virginia 
reader, 

Dr. Pace’s cartoon was entitled “The 
Contrast—Infidelity Answered,” and has 
been published at least twice in the 
Times (June 9, 1923; June 11, 1932). 
The left panel showed a_ grim-faced 
sailor, with disheveled hair and a 
broken arm, clinging doggedly to the 
wheel of a schooner with torn sails and 
a broken mast, and in the background 
a streak of lightning against the black 
sky. The other showed part of a trim 
ship and a smiling, smartly dressed 
sailor saluting his Captain and saying, 
“Aye, aye, Sir!” Here are the poems: 


Invictus 
By William Ernest Henley 


Out of the night that covers me, 
Black as the pit from pole to pole, 
I thank whatever gods may be 
For my unconquerable soul. 
In the fell clutch of circumstance 
I have not winced, nor cried aloud. 
Under the bludgeoning of chance 
My head is bloody, but unbowed. 
Beyond this place of wrath and tears 
Looms but the horror of the shade; 
And yet the menace of the years 
Finds, and shall find, me unafraid. 


It matters not how strait the gate, 

How charged with punishment the scroll, 
I am the master of my fate; 

I am the captain of my soul, 





My Captain 
By Dorothea Day 


Out of the light that dazzles me, 
Bright as the sun from pole to pole, 
I thank the God I know to be 
For Christ the conqueror of my soul. 


Since His the sway of circumstance 
I would not wince nor cry aloud. 
Under that rule which men call chance 
My head with joy is humbly bowed. 
Beyond this place of sin and tears— 
That life with Him! and His the aid, 
That, spite the menace of the years, 
Keeps, and shall keep, me unafraid. 


I have no fear though strait the gate; 
He cleared from punishment the scroll. 
Christ is the Master of my fate; 
Christ is the Captain of my soul. 
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Ill. The Promised Land in History and Prophecy 


Why may Israel hope to acquire 
more land in the future? 


administrative acts on the part 
of Joshua was the parceling out 
of the newly won land of Canaan among 
the eleven tribes, as recorded in Joshua 
13 to 19, the priestly tribe of Levi be- 
ing allocated specific cities in the terri- 
tories of the other tribes (Josh. 21). 
The Books of Judges and Samuel tend 
to suggest that, to some extent, the peo- 
ple remained seminomadic, moving in 
the midst of hostile Canaanites since 
the land had not been fully conquered. 
It was not until the reign of David 
that a fair measure of stability and con- 
solidation really took place. His first 
act after becoming ruler of the unified 
country was to subdue the Philistines, 
Pelasgian Greeks whom Rameses II of 
Egypt had placed in the maritime plain 
between the Sinai peninsula and Mount 
Carmel. He followed this up by the 
conquest of the kingdoms of Moab, 
Ammon, and Edom, and even brought 
Damascus under tribute. The country 
reached its greatest territorial limits 
during the reign of David and after his 
death it began to diminish in size. His 
son Solomon was an administrator 
rather than a conqueror and Edom soon 
recognized her independence and Da- 
mascus established a new Canaanite 
kingdom, 


O' of the last but most important 


The Davidic Covenant 

When David was settled upon his 
throne, God entered into a covenant 
with him to establish his house and his 
kingdom forever (2 Sam. 7:12-16). 
That Davidic covenant has never been 
abrogated and it will one day be com- 
pletely fulfilled in the person of Christ. 
When He returns to earth, the divine 
pledges will find their satisfaction in 
Him and the long-expected kingdom 
will at last be set up. 

The crass and persistent folly of Da- 
vid’s grandson, Rehoboam, resulted in 
the division of the kingdom into two, 
ten of the tribes crowning Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat as king, and the other 
two retaining their loyalty to Reho- 
boam. The two little sister kingdoms 
had a relatively short history, for in 721 
B.C. the people of the ten-tribed king- 
dom of Israel were carried into cap- 
tivity by the Assyrians (2 Kings 17:5, 6); 
and in 598 and 589 B.C. the people of 
Judah were carried away by the Baby- 
lonians (2 Kings 24:11-17; 25:1-11). 

After the Persian conquest of Baby- 
lon, Cyrus permitted the repatriation of 
the exiles and many returned to their 
own land of Judah about 539 or 538 B.C. 
(Ezra 1). Judah at that time extended 


By FREDERICK A. TATFORD, Litt.D., Th.D. 


This is the third article in the series 
on the Near East today in the light 
of the Bible, by Dr. Tatford of Eng- 
land. He is editor of the Harvester, 
author of several books on prophecy, 
and connected with \the United 
Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority. 
There are three more articles in the 
series, which will continue next 
week. 








only from Bethel to Beth-zur and was 
hemmed in on every side by the prov- 
inces of Samaria, Ammon, and Idumea 
(or Edom), none of whose governors 
were in sympathy with the Jews. A 
century later two other groups of exiles 
returned under Ezra‘and Nehemiah, but 
the importance of the country had de- 
clined tremendously since David’s day 
and Judah was now only an insignifi- 
cant province in the fifth satrapy of 
the Persian Empire. 

About 47 B.C., however, Julius Caesar 
appointed the Idumean Antipater pro- 
curator of Judea and seven years later 
Antipater’s son, Herod the Great, was 
declared king of Judea. The extent of 
this kingdom was, of course, far greater 
than the little country of Judah, and 
virtually covered the whole of Pales- 
tine. In the lifetime of our Lord, Gali- 
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lee had become a tetrarchy governed 
by Herod Antipas, and Samaria and 
Judea were under the government of 
Pontius Pilate as procurator. 

Israel today occupies Galilee, the 
coastal plain of Sharon, and the tri- 
angular plateau of the Negev. A glance 
at a map will show that she is hemmed 
in on every side by Arab nations. (See 
page 744, SS. Times, Sept. 28.) In the 
north are Lebanon and Syria; to the 
east is Jordan, an enclave of which 
reaches almost to the coast and very 
nearly cuts off Galilee in the north. In 
the south is the Gaza strip, occupied 
again by the Egyptians and penetrgting 
like a sword into Israel’s side. Egypt 
and Jordan border the west and east 
of the Negev and across the Gulf of 
Aqaba, where this land reaches the sea, 
is the hostile power of Arabia. Israel 
is thus completely enclosed by Arab 
nations which are inimical to her. The 
uneasy truce of 1948 is liable to be 
broken at any time. The temptation 
constantly exists for the Jew to take 
steps to remove the Egyptian threat in 
the Gaza strip and also the annoyance 
of the Egyptian pressure in Sinai. 

Half of Jerusalem (the old city) is 
in the hands of Jordan, and the Jews 
must often be tempted to seize this part 
of the city, to tear down the mosque 
that defiles the temple site, and to re- 
build the Temple. Nine hundred thou- 
sand Arab refugees, squatting around 
the frontiers, prove to be a running 
sore which constantly irritates the Arab 
governments and which may easily lead 
to trouble. There are now nearly two 
million Jews in Israel. Unless the 
Negev can be cultivated, Israel will soon 
need more land and nothing would be 
more natural than for Israel to seize 
some of the land with which Jordan 
does so little. War seems inevitable 
and the extension of Israel’s borders as 
a result is probably unavoidable, 


The Millennial Division 


The Davidic covenant must, of course, 
be fulfilled: the theory that thete is no 
future for Israel, and that all the di- 
vine promises must be spiritualized to 
be understood, ignores such Scriptures 
as Romans 11. The specific pledges re- 
corded in the Old Testament prophets 
must be fulfilled literally. Féw of the 
prophecies give such a picture of Is- 
rael’s territorial future as do the forty- 
seventh and forty-eighth chapters of 
Ezekiel. Here it is revealed that the 
millennial division of the land will pro- 
vide a far greater possession than was 


(Continued on page 791) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





N EX-HEADHUNTER’S Testi- 
A mony.—A true testimony to the 

transforming power of Christ is 
Tariri, the ex-headhunting chief of the 
Shapras tribe in Peru, and participant 
in the television program “This Is Your 
Life,” when Miss Rachel Saint was in- 
terviewed, with her father and some of 
the natives she had brought with her 
from South America. The following is 
from a report that Tariri made on a 
tape recorder about his trip to the 
United States: 

“I went to see your country, friend. 
I talked to everyone as to my brothers. 
‘Let your ears listen to me,’ I told them. 
‘I used to think only of killing and cut- 
ting®ff many heads but I quit that cus- 
tom. Now I live well. Let’s all live 
well. Let’s love Jesus only. Let’s fol- 
low His example. Why should we live 
wrong and get drunk and kill and have 
hatred and do evil things? Jesus suf- 
fered for our sins and died to pay our 
debt. Why shouldn’t we serve God? I 
talked in Shapra and Lorrie [Anderson, 
one of the brave girls who took the 
Message to him a few years ago] in- 
terpreted into English. . . . I enjoyed 
telling people about God.” 

Such a testimony is possible only 
through the transforming power of the 
Holy Spirit. This is true conversion, 
turning from idols to serve the true and 
living God, 


The Derivation of “Hocus-Pocus.”—. 
gracious and very informing communi- 
cation from my friend and well-known 
New Testament scholar Dr. Bruce F. 
Metzger will be of interest to many who 
look to the pages of THE-SuNDAyY SCHOOL 
Tres for help. By his own kind per- 
mission, I am allowed to quote the en- 
tire letter here, 

“During the past weeks I have had 
occasion to read some of the comments 
made by readers of your reference in 
the July 13 issue of THE SunDAY SCHOOL 
TIMES regarding the derivation of the 
English word ‘patter.’ I must say that 
I felt that those who criticized you for 
deriding the sincere beliefs and prac- 
tices of Roman Catholics had missed 
entirely your point, which was very far 
from ridicule or derision. In fact, you 
were merely pointing out what anyone 
could see to be the case if he would 
consult the etymological English dic- 
tionary; namely, that the common-sense 
intuition of people in general has been 
reflected in their judgment of the value 
of rapid and often meaningless repeti- 
tion of prayers. I have more than once 
used this illustration of the word ‘pat- 
ter’ in teaching my course on the Ser- 


mon on the Mount, when we come to 
the exposition of Matthew 6:7. 

“I wonder whether I may bring to 
your attention something which I wrote 
for the Presbyterian, Vol. CXVII, No, 15 
(April 12, 1947), p. 8, which is related 
to the origin of the word ‘patter.’ 

“The traditional derivation of the 
word ‘hocus-pocus’ provides a signifi- 
cant example of how the natural sa- 
gacity of the common man asserted 
itself in opposition to the essential 
mockery of the Roman Catholic Mass. 
When the priest comes to the high point 
in the celebration of the Mass, he re- 
peats the Latin words, ‘Hoc est enim 
corpus meum’ (‘For this is my body’), 
and thereby ‘makes God.’ The rapid 
pronunciation of these Latin words 
sounded to the untutored ear of the 
listener as though the priest were say- 
ing ‘hocus-pocus’ at the very moment 
that the bread was changed into the 
body of Christ. It is surely a revealing 
commentary that this phrase in Eng- 
lish, being in all likelihood thus derived 
from the most sacred part of the Mass, 
should have come at length to denote 
deception and chicanery, 

“The word ‘hocus-pocus’ has not been 
found prior to 1624; that is, it did not 
appear before the effects of the Refor- 


“mation had made themselves felt. Sec- 


ond, only those Western European peo- 
ples who are predominantly Protestant 
have admitted the expression to their 
vocabularies—for example, it is in Eng- 
lish, German, Dutch, Danish, Norwegian, 
and Swedish, but not in French, Italian, 
Spanish, or Portuguese. In other words, 
the historic opposition.of the Protes- 
tant Church against the Roman dogma 
of transubstantiation and the use of 
Latin as a vehicle of worship is em- 
bodied in the common speech of the 
man on the street.” 


Oil in Israel—Some statistics on cur- 
rent and possible future oil production 
in Israel are set forth in a letter from 
Miss Essie Bernstein, a missionary in 
Israel] for many years, and quoted in a 
recent issue of a British paper devoted 
to evangelism, the Harvester (edited 
by Dr. Frederick Tatford, who has writ- 
ten the present series in the TIMEs). 

“In a single square kilometer there 
promises to be a remarkable oil field 
in Heletz, which is about five miles 
from Ashkelon on the Mediterranean 
coast. It is a medium-sized oi] field 
for the Middle East, but it is hoped that 
by the end of the year, twelve wells 
will be in operation, ten of which will 
be productive. Meanwhile, the almost 


steady consistency of the yield of 300 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


barrels daily for three months from 
Heletz 1 was very encouraging. Heletz 
2 has yielded 1,500 barrels a day and at 
Heletz 3, 40 tons daily has been an ex- 
perimental yield. The Israel Minister 
of Development declared that the field 
is a broad one and hoped that the yield 
would pay for itself within two years, 
What a boon that will be to Israel’s 
economy! The pipeline from the oil 
field to the railway line, about four 
miles away, at Beth Shikma, near Ash- 
kelon, has been completed. This is 
the first oil line laid in Israel. The oil 
will be transported to the Haifa refin- 
eries and oil tanks are to be installed 
at the railway end of the line. The 
pipes were made in Israel. Ammonia 
is to be refined from the natural gas.” 


Information Circulars on Church 
Services.—My brother, who is a devout 
member of the Episcopal Church, has 
just sent me a most interesting item 
which may be unique in this country, 
though I am not sure. It is a large 
folder measuring 18%x15 inches called 
“The Episcopal Church Welcomes You 
to Michigan.” On one side of the folder 
is a map of the State of Michigan bear- 
ing the names of every town and city 
in Michigan in which Episcopal serv- 
ices are held. Then on the back is a 
list of all these places with the names 
of the representative Episcopal churches 
for each city, the time at which the 
morning communion and preaching 
services are held, 

Here is something for an Episcopalian 
to carry with him when driving through 
the beautiful State of Michigan if he 
wishes to faithfully attend divine serv- 
ice of his own denomination on the 
Lord’s Day. 

While in the Pacific Northwest I came 
upon a similar attractively printed 
brochure, “The Episcopal Church Wel- 
comes You to Washington.” 

I would like to hear from Sunpay 
ScuHoo.t Times readers if they are aware 
of other such folders being circulated 
by any other denominations in our 
country. 

Booksteres and the Scriptures.—In 
planning an automobile trip from Los 
Angeles to the State of Washington, 
and into Canada, I gave particular at- 
tention to the bookstores, and espe- 
cially secondhand bookstores, of cities 
such as Portland, Tacoma, Seattle, and 
Calgary. This led me to examine the 
yellow pages of the telephone direc- 
tories of these cities, and for the first 
time, though I have been haunting 
bookstores for nearly a_ half-century 
(beginning when a boy, I hasten to 
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add), I was impressed with the fact 
that the Christian faith has more to 
do with the sale of books—in this coun- 
try at least—than any other single fac- 
tor, apart from the desire for current 
news. In many small towns, I found 
that the only bookstore in the area had 
a name such as Christian Bookstore, 
or Book and Bible House. Many of 
the stores indicated in yellow page ad- 
vertisements that they specialized in 
Bibles and religious books. Were it not for 
Bibles and religious books, many small 
cities in our country would not have 
any bookstore at all. 

This fact was also very evident, e.g., 
in Seattle, where of forty-nine book- 
stores, eleven were specifically re- 
ligious, and seven were Protestant— 
the Baptist Book Store, the Beacon 
Book Room, the Bible Book Store, the 
Church Supply Company, Norton’s 
Christian Supplies, and the Parish Sup- 
ply Store. There may be others in 
this group the names of which did not 
reveal their primary interest in re- 
ligious literature. No bookstore in any 
of these places emphasized any one 
book in the way they constantly fea- 
tured the Bible. There were separate 
stores devoted to the distribution of 
the Compton Encyclopedia, the Book of 
Knowledge, the World Book Encyclo- 
pedia, the Encyclopedia Americana, and 
the Encyclopaedia Britannica—modern 
commercial publications essential to 
every home, school, and public library. 
I saw no bookstores listing their spe- 
cialty as Plato, or any other ancient 
author, Shakespeare, Goethe, or Church- 
ill, Gibbon the historian, Washington 
Irving, or H. G. Wells. Thus, even the 
yellow pdges of our telephone books 
bear testimony in this mid-twentieth 
century to the abiding, pre-eminent 
significance of this ancient but ever- 
modern, divinely inspired work, the 
Holy Scriptures, 


Information About the Bible.—TI 
would like to suggest to all my readers 
that they write to the American Bible 
Society, 450 Park Avenue, New York 20, 
and ask for their fact-filled and most 
interesting brochure, “The Bible and 
the American Bible Society.” It con- 
tains just those items of information 
about the Bible that’ one sometimes 
wants and does not know where to find. 


Cults come and go, but the Church 
of Christ abides, as our Lord said it 
would, through all the changes and 
vicissitudes of the centuries and in spite 
of heresy, weakness, apostasy in some 
places, cowardice on the part of some, 
and compromise on the part of others. 
The past is but a prophecy of the 
future in this. This was brought to 
my attention again quite vividly in a 
visit to the city of Aurora, Oreg. (for 
the first time). 

In 1837, there appeared at the famous 
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old Harmony Colony in western Penn- 


sylvania, founded by George Rapp, an 
immigrant from Germany, who, having 
some knowledge of medicine, introduced 
himself as Dr. William Keil, The young 
man soon exerted himself so effectively 
that he created a following of his own, 
leading them ultimately to found a col- 
ony in Shelby County, Mo., called 
Bethel, Restless for larger conquests, 
Dr. Keil took a group of devoted dis- 
ciples to Aurora Mills (Oregon Terri- 
tory) in 1855. Four groups moved 
across the country in wagons within 
a period of seven years, until the col- 
ony numbered something over five 
hundred souls. Homes were built, 
mills flourished; there was much to do, 
and much to eat. Dr. Keil preached in 
the large tabernacle which he had 
erected. While he did not claim to be 
a messiah, he did not preach the Gos- 
pel or anything resembling it. His 
message was a confused ethic, and he 
himself was absolute dictator in the 
colony. Aurora became famous for its 
venison, pastries and puddings, and 
the hotel drew some of the most dis- 
tinguished men of our nation as guests 
from time to time. Dr. Keil developed 
a strange antagonism to marriage, 
which eventually aroused the opposi- 
tion of younger members of the group. 

A souvenir booklet of the centennial 
celebration of Aurora contains this re- 
vealing statement: “From 1870 until 
his death in 1878, Keil ,compelled the 
colony to face problems the solution 
of which he had not provided for, Dur- 
ing these later days, Keil tried to edu- 
cate himself by reading, and, in so do- 
ing, lost some of his belief in himself. 
The loss of his children caused him to 
avoid contact with his flock for some 
days. From this hour until his death 
it was a brooding and different Keil 
who, with outbursts and upbraidings, 
now rebuked his colonists for apparent 
lassitude and indifference to his early 
preaching.” 

Today the town has less than three 
hundred population. Many of the 
larger buildings of the days in which 
the colony flourished have disappeared; 
others are vacant, and some are in 
ruins. The colony itself disintegrated 
long ago. This is rich agricultural 
country, and the villages around Aurora 
are all prospering and growing, but I felt 
that Aurora had a curse upon it. There 
is no industry there of any significance, 
and the kind-hearted citizens, proprie- 
tors of small stores, recognize that the 
town’s only claim to fame is in the long 
distant past. All that Dr. Keil said has 
been forgotten, and he has no fol- 
lowers today—but there are three Prot- 
estant churches in this little town 
where the Gospel of Jesus Christ is 
preached. (There is an excellent chap- 
ter on this colony, written when it was 
still in existence, in the work, “Com- 
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munistic Societies in America,” by 
Nordhoff, published after the author 
had visited and carefully studied most 
of the places he describes.) 


Christian Literature in Japan.—Dur- 
ing 1956 over 10,000,000 tracts were pub- 
lished and distributed in Japan by the 
missionaries of the Evangelical Free 
Church. Christian magazines and papers 
were published with a total circulation 
of 468,416 copies. 


Abolish Liquor in Aircraft!—All en- 
couragement should be extended to 
Senator Richard L. Neuberger of Ore- 
gon for his bold defense before the 
Aviation Sub-Committee of the Senate 
Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, in behalf of his bill, S. 593, 
to prevent the consumption of alcoholic 
beverages aboard aircraft used in‘ air 
commerce and military aircraft. Evi- 
dence was offered revealing that during 
the last two years twenty-three sep- 
arate drinking incidents aboard airlines 
seriously endangered the safety of pas- 
sengers and air crews. The shameless 
liquor forces of our country are power- 
fully resisting all such legislation. 


“Vanity, Vanity, All Is Vanity.”—In 
the most famous life of Napoleon Bona- 
parte written by an English scholar, 
“The Life of Napoleon I,” by John Hol- 
land Rose (Vol. I, p. 181), are some 
words uttered by Napoleon before he 
was thirty years of age which had not 
previously come to my attention: 

“Buy a country seat against my re- 
turn, either near Paris or in Burgundy. 
I need solitude and isolation: grandeur 
wearies me: the fount of feeling is dried 
up: glory itself is insipid. At twenty- 
nine years of age I have exhausted 
everything. It only remains to me to 
become a thorough egotist.” 


The Word of God and the Word of 
Man.—For two months this summer, 
from July 8 to August 30, one of the 
bitterest debates in the recent history 
of the United States Senate was car- 
ried on over the Civil Rights Bill. It 
is not my intention here to enter into 
the merits or demerits of this bill, but 
in turning the pages of the Congres- 
sional Record, in which every spoken 
word is reported, with scores of addi- 
tional insertions, two things came to my 
mind. I have estimated that there are 
in the Congressional Record for this 
session 1,095 three-column pages de- 
voted exclusively to this debate. Fig- 
uring 470 words to a column, we have 
a total of 1,540,500 words. This is more 
than twice the number of words in the 
Bible, from Genesis through Revelation 
(which someone has estimated, using 
the King James Version, at 773,692)! 
There were also about 36,000 words 
uttered in one day in the House of 
Representatives on the same bill, Con- 
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sidering the many pages of very fine 
print, I think one can safely say that 
there are at least 1,700,000 words in the 
Congressional Record relating directly 
to the Civil Rights Bill. 

I think that no Congressman would 
take issue with the assertion that not 
one sentence of all these thousands and 
thousands of sentences struck fire across 
our nation, which means that not one of 
these statements will be remembered, 
except by the historian, five years from 
now—1,700,000 words spoken and for- 
gotten! How different are the words 
of our Lord! No Senator would ever 
dare to stand up and say of his words, 
or the words of any other statesman or 
jurist, what Christ said about His words 
as He unfolded the Olivet Discourse, 
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but 
my words shall not pass away” (Matt. 24: 
35). Hundreds of thousands of students 
in the Western world will be carefully 
studying the words of our Lord this 
year, in schools, universities, seminaries, 
and Bible institutes, words nineteen 
hundred years old; while I venture that 
no class of undergraduates anywhere in 
our country will be devoting a whole 
quarter to an examination of the 
speeches made on the Civil Rights Bill 
this summer. (I do not mean to imply 
that there will not be studies of the 
bill itself—I am here referring only to 
these speeches about the bill in the 
Senate.) 

In perusing the speeches, I was im- 
pressed with the paucity of references 
to the Word of God, and, in many 
places, the misuse of Scripture in de- 
bate. I should like to list here the 
allusions to the Word of God in these 
1,100 pages (it may well be that I have 
missed one or two). 

Senator Sparkman of Alabama (p. 
10,100) was the first, I think, to in- 
troduce Scripture into the debate, in 
the following words: “How much se- 
curity was there when Cain, with his 
bloody hands, listened to the voice from 
the vaulted spaces and cried out saying, 
‘Am I my brother’s keeper?’ There was 
no security there” (Gen, 4:9). 

On July 13, Senator Scott of North 
Carolina, speaking of what he called 
“the blindness and eagerness of those 
who would substitute for the govern- 
‘ment of the people,” etc., used words 
of Christ inf the following statement: 
“Mr. President, in my heart I have no 
anger against them. Remembering the 
words of the Master, I petition for them 
forgiveness, for I am sure they know 
not what they do. I am sincere in that 
statement” (p. 10,473; Luke 23:34). 

Senator Dirksen of Illinois later said, 
“Even as the Apostle Paul could hum- 
bly boast to his captors that he was a 
Roman citizen, so the humblest person 
in this land who was subject to its 
jurisdiction could humbly yet proudly 
boast that he was a citizen of the United 
States” (p. 10,694; Acts 22:27, 28). 
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Senator Douglas of Illinois quoted our 
Lord’s words from Matthew 5:14, “As 
the Scriptures have said, we are like 
a city on a hill. The eyes of all men 
are upon us” (p. 11,375). One Senator 
spoke of what the others would do 
when they came face to face with St. 
Peter in Heaven; but this, though it 
may surprise the gentleman, has noth- 
ing to do with the Word of God. There 
is one reference to the fact that Mosaic 
Law provided for a jury trial (p. 11,677). 

Senator Coldwater of Texas was the 
only one who quoted the commonly 
used words of Pontius Pilate, “What is 
truth?” (John 18:38.) He added, “The 
search for it is man’s noblest aspiration. 
Yet throughout every age this quest 
has been defiled by the tendency of all 
men, as was the case with Pontius 
Pilate, to ask the question but not to 
wait for the answer.” 

Senator Ervin of North Carolina de- 
clared that every Senator would be able 
to say at the conclusion of the discus- 
sion, “I have kept the faith with all 
the men,” etc. The faith is the Chris- 
tian faith, and Paul uses it in this way 
in 2 Timothy 4:7. One can keep faith in 
relation to promises and obligations, but 
to keep the faith is to preserve, defend, 
and be loyal to the faith once delivered 
to the saints. 

Senator O’Mahoney of Wyoming did 
use a suitable reference to the Scrip- 
tures in saying, “There are those crim- 
inal offenses which are committed by 
individuals when they vary from the 
injunctions of the Ten Commandments” 
(p. 12,490). 

On August 28, Senator Ervin again 
stated, “We have a rule in the Senate 
(Rule XXII), which many outsiders and 
even some members of the Senate de- 
plore: it preserves the right of unlimited 
debate. The Lord’s Prayer says, ‘Lead 
us not into temptation.’ I do not favor 
a filibuster against the pending bill be- 
cause I do not wish to lead any of my 
brethren in the Senate into the tempta- 
tion to change the rule” (p. 14,826) . 

Senator Stennis of Mississippi said on 
the same day, “I am reminded of Solo- 
mon in Biblical times. Given the choice 
of all the gifts from Heaven that could 
be bestowed upon him, he did not call 
for wisdom as such. He asked for an 
understanding heart (1 Kings 3:9-12). 
If anyone is to make a real contribution 
in this field, other than by noise or 
headlines, he must have an understand- 
ing heart” (p. 14,854). 

And these are all the references to 
the Word of God that I have been able 


»to find in two months of debate in 


the United States Senate, and the print- 
ing of words that number more than 
twice the words in all of Holy Scrip- 
ture. The Civil Rights Bill came up 
for discussion in the House of Represen- 
tatives for one day only, August 27, and 
it is interesting to note that three pas- 
sages of Scripture were used. Representa- 
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tive Dorn of South Carolina quoted from 
an address of the late Senator Borah in 
which he effectively used the question 
of our Lord, “Why beholdest thou the 
mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but 
considerest not the beam that is in thine 
own eye?” (p. 14,696; Matt. 7:3, 4.) In 
the same address, he used severe 
phrases in replying to the argument 
that the Civil Rights Bill must be passed 
to please Russia: “You are compromis- 
ing with atheists whose hands are red 
with innocent blood. You are simply 
trying to serve God and mammon” (p. 
14,697; Matt. 6:24). 

One Senator felt that the passing of the 
bill would be such a tragedy that he dared 
to quote a statement made by our Lord 
before His death, in this form, “This is 
the proponent’s hour, but it is the hour 
of darkness” (p. 14,689; Luke 22:53). 
These words certainly do not apply to 
any hour in our present history, except 
it might be in world history. 

In the early days of our nation, the 
Word of God was frequently heard in 
Congress, and references to it would 
have some bearing upon the subject of 
debate. It is apparent from this sur- 
vey that all references are what might 
be called incidental. The truth of no 
statement from all the Word of God 
was introduced as bearing upon any of 
the major issues of this debate. One 
of the reasons for this is that the mat- 
ter of trial by jury involved the quo- 
tation of thousands of words from law 
books and statutes. But there is per- 
haps another reason: many Senators to- 
day are not thoroughly enough ac- 
quainted with the Word of God to be 
able to use it in public debate. (Note 
that most of these references are by 
Southern Senators, from the “Bible 
Belt.”) Then, it may well be that these 
men were afraid to throw any light 
upon some of the aspects of this sub- 
ject from the Word of God. I am not 
suggesting what passages these might 
be, and am not taking sides in the de- 
bate, but I do remember many years 


ago when the question of gambling 


arose in England, Dr. John Henry 
Jowett reminded the Christians of that 
land of the fundamental truth of Psalm 
36:9, “In thy light shall we see light.” 


Jewish Population.—The current num- 
ber of the American Jewish Year Book 
reports 5,200,000 Jews in the United 
About one-half of all the Jews 
in the world live on the two continents 
of North and South America. In India, 
12,000 Jews are waiting their turn for 
migration to Israel. All Polish Jews, 
because of contemporary persecution, 
are seeking means for emigration. Of 
the 3,500,000 Jews living in Poland be- 
fore the Second World War, 3,000,000 
were destroyed by the Nazis; there are 
probably about 75,000 Jews in that coun- 
try today. In Cairo, Egypt, all Jewish 
schools have been closed. 
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The Promised Land 


(Continued from page 787) 


ever previously envisaged. Broad paral- 
lel bands of territory, running from the 
Mediterranean to the River Euphrates, 
will be allocated to the tribes and for 
a thousand years Christ will reign over 
His people in equity and righteousness. 
This may seem impossible at the mo- 
ment, but God’s promises will yet be 
fulfilled. 

The city of Jerusalem itself has also 
a glorious future in prospect. Few cities 
have suffered such a chequered history 
as Jerusalem. Not only has it passed 
through the hands of various powers, 
but on several occasions has been al- 
most completely destroyed. After the 
siege of Titus in A.D, 70 most of the 
buildings were razed to the ground, 
only a section of the wall and some of 
the towers being left. About sixty- 
four years later Barchoba’s revolt re- 
sulted in the city’s being destroyed com- 
pletely by fire. It remained in the 
hands of the Romans until A.D. 637, 
when it was taken by the Saracens, 
who built a mosque (the Dome of the 
Rock) on the site of the Temple. The 
city was captured by the Crusaders in 
A.D. 1099, but recovered by Saladin in 
1197. Following the treaty of A.D. 1228, 
the Sultan of Egypt yielded up Jeru- 
salem to the Franks, but again a few 
years later, the Egyptians attacked and 
defeated the Franks and razed the city 
to the ground. 

During the next three centuries, the 
city passed under the domination of 
one power after another, eventually 
being taken by the Turks in A.D. 1517, 
in whose hands it remained until Gen- 
eral Allenby delivered it in 1917. Un- 
til 1948 Great Britain governed the 
country under a League of Nations 
mandate and Jerusalem enjoyed a 
measure of peace. After the United 
Nations’ partitioning of the country in 
1948, war broke out between the Arabs 
and the Israelis and when an Armistice 
was agreed upon in 1949, Israel retained 
possession of the new city, but the old 
city. remained the property of Jordan. 
The old city holds practically all the 
sites of Biblical interest, including the 
site of the Temple and there is natu- 
rally great bitterness on the part of the 
Jews that their sacred city is in the 
hands of the Arab. Their feelings are 
well expressed in Dr. Hartzog’s state- 
ment at the time of the partitioning: 
“For millions of Jews the only glimmer 
of hope in their lives, embittered by 
appalling economic distress and utterly 
darkened by relentless persecution, has 
been the future national home. The 


climax of the shock is reached when we 
see Jerusalem—inexpressibly dear to 
every Jewish heart—cut out of the pro- 
posed Jewish dwarf state. On the banks 
of the rivers of Babylon our forefathers 
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solemnly swore, ‘If I forget thee, O Je- 
rusalem, let my right hand forget her 
cunning.’ . : . We close every Passover 
service and the most solemn service on 
the Day of Atonement with the excla- 
mation, ‘Next year in Jerusalem.’ The 
Jewish mind is focused on that magic 
name Yerushalayim.” Truly Jerusalem 
for centuries has been “trodden down 
of the Gentiles” and will continue to 
be “until the times of the Gentiles be 
fulfilled” (Luke 21:24). 

Barbed wire today cuts the city in 
half and sentries guard both sides of 
the frontier. One evening when we 
were staying in Jerusalem, a young 
American foolishly attempted to cross 
the frontier and was at once shot dead 
by the sentry. The only point at which 
the border may be crossed is at the 
Mandelbaum Gate. This is not really 
a gate, but merely a border post, named 
after a Jew called Mandelbaum, who 
was formerly joint owner of a stone 
house which still stands there, battered 
by war. A dismal no man’s land of 
rocks, ruins, and coils of rusty barbed 


VII. Living by Grace 
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wire confronts those who are crossing, 
and there are, of course, customs offices 
on both sides. 

The present city is, of course, very 
much more extensive than that of Bib- 
lical days. The city of David’ was sit- 
uated, on the southern spur of Mount 
Ophel, the ridge that skirts the Kidron 
Valley and was very limited in size. 
In the time of our Lord, however, Jeru- 
salem occupied the triangular plateau 
between the Kidron and the Hinnom. 
Today it has spread out to the north, 
west, and south, the modern Jewish 
city being probably four times the size 
of the old Arab city. Modern shops 
and hotels and excellent buildings char- 
acterize the new city, but the old city 
continues in very much the same fashion 
as it has done for centuries, marking 
clearly the great contrast between Arab 
and Jew in administration, industry, 
and energy. Prophecy foretells the 
blessing and exaltation of Jerusalem 
and we might well “pray for the peace 
of Jerusalem.” 


(To be continued) 


God's provision for normal Christian living 


HRISTIANS are called to a life of 
holiness. Christians are called to 
a life of victory. When a man is saved 
by grace through faith, he is not saved 
to an improved life, or a better life, or 
a more earnest life. “He is called to 
an absolutely new life—utterly differ- 
ent from what he has known before. A 
man who has lived a moral life may 
not, in many outward -things, be living 
differently, but if he is born of the 
Spirit, he is called to something utterly 
new. “Saved by grace” means that a 
miracle must take place. He must be 
born from above, by the Holy Spirit 
of God. He becomes a new creation. 
Dr. Walter Wilson tells of a man who 





“God’s Law and God’s Grace,” 
by Dr. McQuilkin, the complete 
book from which this series is 
taken, is to be published in De- 
cember by the Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing ~Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich. Clothbound, with an attrac-. 
tive jacket, its price is $2. Copies 
may be ordered from the Times 
Book Service, 1800 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia 3. Please add 15 
cents for orders of less than $3; 
with orders of $3 or over, add 5 
per cent for postage and handling; 
and 3 per cent sales tax when 
ordering in Pennsylvania, 











By the late ROBERT C. McQUILKIN, D.D. 


came rushing up to the front of a 
theater in Kansas City, where an 
evangelistic meeting had just closed. 
The man had a suitcase. He threw it 
On the floor and breathlessly asked, 
“Are you Dr. Wilson? Well, I came 
here to get saved. I came a hundred 
miles and I am going to stay here until 
I get saved.” 

In order to calm the man down, Dr, 
Wilson asked, “What do you have in 
your suitcase?” 

“I’ve got my pajamas there. I am 
going to a hotel and stay here until I 
get saved.” Then the man continued, 
“I know I am a sinner. I know that 
Jesus Christ died for my sins on the 
cross. I believe all that, but I am not 
saved.” 

“It will not take you long to get saved,” 
said this doctor of souls as well as bodies. 
“Let us kneel down here in prayer, 
and. you tell the Lord what you have 
told me. You tell the Lord that you are 
a lost sinner, and that you believe that 
Jesus Christ died for you on the cross, 
and that you take Him as your own 
personal Saviour.” 

This man looked into the doctor's eyes 
with intense eagerness, and listened 
very closely. They kneeled down, and 
the man began earnestly to pray: “O 
God, I want to be a better man. I want 
you to help me to live a better life.” 

“Shut up!” said the doctor. 


(Continued on page 801) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 4. OCT. 27. THE PROBLEM OF CHRISTIAN FREEDOM (Temperance) 
1 Corinthians 8; 9:19-27; 10; printed text, 8:1-13 


Golden Text.—There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able, but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.—1 Cor. 10:13 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

I Cor. 8:1 Now as touching things offered unto idols, we 
know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffeth up, 
but charity edifieth. 

2 And if any man think that he knoweth any thing, he 
knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know. 

3 But if any man love God, the same is known of him. 

4 As concerning therefore the eating of those things that 
are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is 
nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but 
one, 

5 For though there be that are called gods, whether in 
heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,) 

6 But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are 
all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom are all things, and we by him. 

7 Howbeit there is not in every man that knowledge: for 
some with conscience of the idol unto this hour eat it as a 
thing offered unto an idol; and their conscience being weak 
is defiled. 


8 But meat commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we 
eat, are we the better; neither, if we eat not, are we the worse, 

9 But take heed lest by any means this liberty of your’s 
become a stumblingblock to them that are weak, 

10 For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at 
meat in the idol’s temple, shall not the conscience of him 
which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which are 
offered to idols; 

11 And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother 
perish, for whom Christ died? 

12 But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound 
their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ. 

13 Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will 
eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother 
to offend. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

HE tendency of law is to become 

casuistical. It envisions so many 

cases, and indicates what shall be 
done in specified situations. Anything 
that is not covered by its regulations 
is not binding on the individual. Some 
branches of the church have sought to 
regulate the conduct of their members 
by this method. Clearly, this type of 
control lends itself to hypocrisy. The 
Pharisees of Christ’s day had fallen 
into this trap, and the Middle Ages of 
the church were plagued with the same 
scourge, 

The method of grace is different, The 
grace of God does teach us that “deny- 
ing ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world” (Titus 
2:12), but it does not draw up a long 
list of possible situations and specify 
our conduct in each case. It rather 
presents us with great principles, and 
the Holy Spirit will guide us in the 
application of these principles. Many 
Christians would prefer to be told what 
to do, but God wants us to grow up 
and think. 


Our lesson is a case in point, Paul 


does not answer the question, “Shall 
we eat meat sacrificed to idols?” with 
a categorical yes or no, but by the enun- 
ciation of a principle that goes far be- 
yond the original question, and em- 
braces many aspects of our everyday 
behavior. 


_ 


< a 2 


Verse by Verse 

1 Cor. 8:1.—“. . . things offered unto 
idols . . . Knowledge puffeth up, but 
charity edifieth.” The Corinthian be- 
lievers had inquired concerning a prac- 
tice over which there was a difference 
of opinion. The question could be an- 
swered on two different bases—knowl- 
edge and love. -There is a difference 
between puffing up and building up! 

Verse 2.—‘. . . he knoweth nothing 
yet as he ought to know.” The incom- 
pleteness of human knowledge makes 
it an uncertain and perilous basis for 
the answering of moral questions, and 
the surer a man is in his knowledge, 
the more dangerous are his conclusions. 


Verse 3.—“But if any man love God, 
the same is known of him.” Love is 
the key to knowledge—especially the 
knowledge of God. 

Verse 4.—“. . . an idol is nothing... 

none other God but one.” Here Paul 
comes to the knowledge that constitutes 
the basis of one attitude toward the 
problem. “Nothing” can be taken in the 
sense of nonexistent, or as having no 
valid significance. For ‘the Christian 
there is one God, and all so-calied gods 
are nonentities. Therefore the idol 
means nothing. 
Verse 5.—“. . . called gods... (... 
gods many, and lords many).” This, 
of course, refers to the pantheon of the 
heathen world. 

Verse 6—“. . . one God, the Father, 
of whom are all things ..,.” Here the 
one God of the Christian includes the 
idea of Jesus Christ as Lord. Note the 


different relations to creation. God the 
Father is the great origin of all things, 
but Jesus Christ is the efficient cause, 


Verse 7.—“. . . some with conscience 
of the idol... eat .. , their conscience 

. is defiled.” The knowledge enun- 
ciated in verses 4-6 was not equally 
clear to all believers in Corinth. Some, 
having turned from idols, still had a 
sense of their religious reality, and, if 
they ate meat offered to the idols, could 
not avoid a feeling that it was a re 
ligious act, involving worship of the 
heathen deity. Thus they were brought 
under the condemnation of their con- 
science. 


Verse 8.—“But meat commendeth us 
not to God ,.. better... worse.” Some 
thought that their eating was a kind 
of defiance of the idol worship, and 
therefore honoring to God, but Paul 
insists that there was no merit in such 
eating, nor any lack of merit in re- 
fraining from eating through a con- 
sciousness of the idol. 


Verse 9.—“But take heed .. . this 
liberty . . . become a stumblingblock 
...- What the man of understanding 
had to avoid was exercising his freedom 
to eat to the spiritual hurt of the less 
understanding. 


Verse 10.—“For if any man see thee 
. . . at meat in the idol’s temple... 
emboldened to eat...” Some carried 
their liberty to the extent of participat- 
ing in dinners in the heathen temples, 
where the meat had, of course, been 
“consecrated” by presentation to the 
idol. This emboldened some who still 
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thought of the idol as a religious ob- 
ject, to eat, so defiling their conscience. 


Verse 11—*“, . . the weak brother per- 
ish, for whom Christ died?” Notice the 
term “brother” here. The perishing here 
refers to the spoiling of his Christian 
life and testimony, not to eternal dam- 
nation, 


Verse 12.—“. . . against the brethren 
... against Christ.” The “weak brother” 
is also a member of Christ, so any dam- 
age to him is a wound inflicted on 
Christ. See how Christ is identified 
with the weakest member, 


Verse 13.—“. . . if meat make my 
brother to offend ... no flesh while 
the world standeth ...” This is the 
law of love, which is higher than the 
law of liberty. The flesh in view is, of 
cotirse, that of an animal offered to an 
idol, but the application is as wide as 
the behavior of the Christian, 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Corinth was a heathen city, and a 
large portion of the church came from 
a life of idolatry. Among those who 
had “turned to God from idols to serve 
the living and true God” (1 Thess. 1:9) 
there were saints of varying degrees 
of enlightenment. To some the idols 
which they once worshiped had no 
more existence as religious objects, and 
the ceremonies of the heathen temple 
had nomore significance. Hence they re- 
garded carcasses which had been of- 
fered in sacrifice before the heathen 
idols as no different from any other, so 
they could eat the flesh of them with- 
out any twinges of conscience, Others, 
while they had renounced the idols, still 
regarded them as having religious real- 
ity, and felt that eating meat which 
had been sacrificed to them involved 
one in the worship of those idols, so 
that they abstained, or, if they did par- 
take, felt guilty. 

The question was submitted to the 
judgment of the apostle. He not only 
agreed with the position of the enlight- 
ened group, but acknowledged their 
right to eat any meat they desired. 
Their liberty in the matter was beyond 
challenge. But there was another side 
to the question. There is a higher law 
than the law of liberty. It is the law 
of love. The enlightened had a respon- 
sibility toward those who had not been 
able to shake off the sense of religious 
reality’in the idol. They might think 
that their eating meat sacrificed to idols 
was an act of virtue, showing their 
complete emancipation from the vani- 
ties of heathenism, but if their act en- 
couraged another to eat, to whom the 
eating would be an act of idolatry, the 
virtue would turn to sin—sin against 
the weaker conscience of the less en- 
lightened brother, and therefore against 
Christ. Knowledge is good, and liberty 
is good, but one can be very much 
puffed up in his knowledge, and ex- 
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Next Week’s Lesson 


5. November 3.—The Spirit of Chris- 
tian Worship ...........1 Corinthians 11 








ceedingly selfish and brutal in the ex- 
ercise of his liberty. Love, on the other 
hand, will take account of the one who 
lacks knowledge, and will not claim a 
freedom that would become an entan- 
glement and a bondage to a brother. 
So the question of meat sacrificed to 
idols is settled, not by a law of knowl- 
edge, nor by a law of personal freedom, 
but by the law of love. 

The question of meat sacrificed to 
idols may seem a mere technica] mat- 
ter of archaeological interest to us to- 
day (except on some mission fields), 
but the same principle enunciated by 
the apostle will find application in many 
directions. Intelligence will have to be 
used in the application. Our lives can- 
not be ordered by the senseless preju- 
dices of fanatics, but we must be alert 
to discern when conduct of ours, harm- 
less in itself, would evilly affect a 
brother and shake his loyalty to Christ. 
Love will not consider it a sacrifice to 
avoid such conduct, 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. The knowledge that confers liberty 


(1 Cor. 8:1-6) 
2. The love that controls liberty (vs. 
7-13) 


Topics for Development 


Knowledge Versus Love. There is no 
good reason why there should be an- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW does law deal with questions 
of conduct? 
2. How does grace deal with ques- 
tions of conduct? 
3. With what question does the Apos- 
tle Paul deal in our lesson? 
4. What two bases of solution does 
Paul present? 
5. How do knowledge and love differ 
with respect to effect? 
6. How would knowledge answer the 
question of meat offered to idols? 
7. How would love answer the ques- 
tion of meat offered to idols? 


8. What limitation should be placed 


on one’s personal liberty? 

9. How does Paul indicate the identifi- 
cation af Christ with His people in this 
chapter? 

10. What relevance has this discussion 
about meat offered to idols for us to- 
day? 

(Answers on page 799) 
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tagonism between knowledge and love. 
Rather, love is the highway to knowl- 
edge. But where knowledge is sought 
for its own sake, it becomes a minister 
of pride. “Knowledge puffeth up” (1 
Cor. 8:1). In this case it can be cruel, 
intolerant, selfish, inconsiderate. We all 
doubtlegs have known people who were 
“spoil by education. All such need 
the Apostle Paul’s reminder, “If any 
man think that he knoweth any thing, 
he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to 
know” (v. 2). All human knowledge 
is partial, and if men would remember 
that, there would be less tendency to 
dogmatic conclusions which further 
knowledge destroys. Of all men, scholars 
ought to be cautious and sympathetic, 
as they are when love is linked with 
their knowledge. Love does not focus 
upon self, but on the cther party, seek- 
ing his good. Its aim is to “build up” 
(v. 1), not one’s own reputation or for- 
tune, but the other’s character and well- 
being. Love will not embarrass the less 
educated member of the family. In 
matters of conduct, love will temper 
knowledge, lest the knowledge of one 
become the snare of another, 


Identification. “When ye sin so 
against the brethren ... ye sin against 
Christ” (v. 12). Every believer is a 


member of Christ. Everything that 
touches a believer, therefore, touches 
Christ. This is one of the most pre- 
cious truths of the New Testament, and 
at the same time one of the most search- 
ing, for it imposes a standard of judg- 
ment on our conduct from which there 
is no escape. Our prejudices, dislikes, 
and animosities cannot get away from 
this, that what we do to a believer we 
do to Christ.. This is true of the weak 
as of the strong, the babe as well as 
the mature Christian. We are all in a 
state of imperfection, but we are all 
members of Christ, and the unlikable 
things about us do not cancel out that 
identification. Our duty as members of 
Christ is the building up of the body, 
and that means caring for each other, 
and especially coming to the help of 
those members who have need, rather 
than inflicting further damage on them. 
How quickly the hand acts to shelter 
the eye when it is in danger! But in 
the body of Christ, how quick we are 
to aggravate the hurt of a wounded 
member, and how inconsiderate of his 
weakness! This is sin against Christ, 
whom we profess to love and serve. 
On the other hand, every act of ministry 
on behalf of a fellow member is an 
act of ministry to Christ Himself. “In- 
asmuch as ye have done it unto one of 
the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me” (Matt. 25:40). 


Practical Applications 


Do not be puffed up about your supe- 
rior knowledge, for it is at best incom- 
plete and imperfect. 

There is nothing solid about puffed- 
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up things. Balloons are apt to burst. 
Do not get the swelled head. 

Building up may be a slower opera- 
tion than puffing up, but it is more 
enduring. 

A man who is proud of his knowl- 
edge and parades it is more despicable 
than a man who lacks knowled 

You are not an independen® entity, 
but a member of a body. Therefore 
your conduct must be regulated with 
reference to the whole body, not merely 
your own pleasure. 

If we see every believer as one “for 
whom Christ died” and a member of 
Christ, we shall learn to have a tender 
care for each other, and not ride rough- 
shod over one another’s conscience, 


Golden Text 

1 Cor. 10:13—%“. . . temptation... 
common to man... God... will... 
make a way to escape...” We are not 
promised immunity from temptation, 
but deliverance from it. The way to 
escape is always present—fleeing to our 
refuge in Christ. But instead of putting 
ourselves in temptation’s way, we had 
better pray, “Lead us not into tempta- 
tion.” It is the man who walks reck- 
lessly into temptation that falls, but he 
who flees temptation overcomes. 

ExLmuurst, ILL. 

we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTeD HYMNS 
“TI Will Sing of My Redeemer” 
“Truehearted, Wholehearted” 
“Have You Been to Jesus for the 
Cleansing Power?” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, we thank Thee for 
Thy provision of earth’s abundance for 
man’s need and for the greater gift of 
Thy Son to save and satisfy our souls. 
Help us to trust and serve Him always 
and to use the good things of this life 
wisely and well. Keep us clean in 
thought, word, and conduct. Give us 
right motives, high aims, and considera- 
tion for others. Make us quick to see 
and do the kind and helpful thing and 
to find our place in the service of our 
Lord. Use Thy people who strive to 
win others to the Saviour and to guide 
them in the Christian way. For the 
sick, the hungry, and for such as suffer 
unjustly we ask Thy gracious deliver- 
ance. May our own sins be forgiven 
and may Thy Kingdom come as our 
Saviour taught us to pray. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—It was before the 
last war that Doug Corrigan, a young 
flying mechanic, startled the world by 
hopping the Atlantic in an antique 
aerial “jalopy.” When he landed in 
Ireland he was offered a glass of whisky. 
He declined it with the words, “No, 
thanks, I don’t drink.” One of the first 
pictures of the young flier radioed to 
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America showed him drinking water 
after refusing the whisky. People 
everywhere honored that young man for 
his firm total abstinence convictions, and 
people will honor you if you will be a 
pledged abstainer from all alcoholic 
beverages for conscience sake, and then 
stand by your pledge. 

The Bible says, “Abstain from fleshly 
lusts [appetites], which war against the 
soul” (1 Pet, 2:11). The appetite for 
drink is one such lust. It wars against 
the soul because alcohol paralyzes the 
center of self-control] so that reserve, 
decency, self-respect, and self-control 


FOR YOUR srorue's GOOD 


REFUSE TO DRINK 














go out the window and anything can 
happen. So, for our Own soul’s good 
we should abstain from intoxicating 
drinks, But we should also do it for 
the sake of others. In the last verse 
of our lesson Paul says if eating meat 
would cause him to stumble another 
person into wrong, he would never eat 
meat. Much more, if my drinking any 
alcoholic beverage could lead another 
astray, I should abstain from such 
drinking. Too many people are ruined 
by alcohol who only meant to drink in 
moderation after the example of some 
moderate drinker they knew. Knowing 
this, the Christian should follow Paul’s 
rule of considering what his example 
would do to others. “If liquor make 
my brother to offend (stumble), I will 
drink nothing alcoholic .. . lest I make 
my brother to stumble.” That is how 
to apply the last verse of our lesson 
today. ” 
CaLcary, ALTA., CAN, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Now as touching things offered unto 
idols .. .” (1 Cor, 8:1).—To eat or not 
to eat things offered to idols was an 
ever-present problem to Christians in 
Corinth. They saw such food in the 
homes of their friends, they saw it in 
the meat markets and in the idol tem- 
ples. Naturally, they wanted to know 
the proper attitude they should take in 
the matter. 

Some of the believers felt that be- 
cause they knew the idol was nothing, 
they were free to eat such meat in a 
home or even in a temple. There were 
others who thought that participation 
in such feasts was defiling to their faith, 
because it amounted to having fellow- 
ship with false gods. 

My wife had just such an experience 
when she was a missionary in China. 
At the Chinese New Year great quan- 
tities of food were specially prepared, 
and much of it was carried to the tem- 
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ples and offered to idols, who were 
supposed to extract the flavor from it. 
Afterward the people carried the food 
to their homes, where they spread great 
feasts. 

My wife was cordially invited to one 
such social feast, which she accepted, 
for she did not know that the food had 
first been presented to the temple idols. 

Sometime afterward the native Chris- 
tians informed her of that fact, and she 
discovered that the Christians were not 
of one mind as to the attitude they 
should manifest in such a matter. Some 
felt it was perfectly all right to eat 
such food, while others said it was all 
wrong. One dear saint said, “I wouldn't 
touch such food, for it is demon-pos- 
sessed.” Mrs. Olson rejoiced in the fact 
that in spite of the differences of opin- 
ion, the Christians maintained a tolerant 
spirit toward each other regarding the 
matter. 


“Knowledge puffeth up, but charity 
edifieth” (1 Cor. 8:1).—Because we do 
not possess perfect knowledge, it should 
be evident that knowledge is not suffi- 
cient of itself to guide us in matters of 
this kind. It should be coupled with 
and regulated by love, which, instead 
of puffing up, builds up. “Knowledge 
only says, ‘All things are lawful for 
me’; love adds, ‘but all things do not 
edify’” (Bengel). 


“But to us there is but one God, the 
Father ...” (1 Cor. 8:6).—F. W. Grant 
has a very helpful comment on this 
passage in his “Numerical Bible.” He 
says, “This is how God is characterized 
for us now, the way in which Christ 
has revealed Him. It is not a question 
here of the Trinity, or the distinction of 
persons, but of how God has been re- 
vealed to us in relationship, first of all 
to Christ, and thus to all who are His. 
God is no more what the mere mono- 
theist might account Him. He is not 
One far off, but One come nigh. . 
One of whom it is a delight to know 
that all things belong, and that we also 
belong, to Him. How different a thing 
this from the mere question of one god 
or many!” 

The saintly Robert Chapman under- 
stood this truth, or he never could have 
written: 

Thy name is holy, O our God! 

Before Thy throne we bow; 

Thy bosom is Thy saints’ abode, 

We call Thee Father now! 

“. . and one Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom areallthings . . .” (1 Cor.8:6).— 
Pagans have many lords, but Christians 
have but one, who in His incarnation 
was called Jesus—Jehovah Saviour 
(Matt. 1:21). But God hath made that 
same Jesus who was crucified for our 
sins “both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36). 
He is the Creator “by whom are all 
things,” our text says—as do others 
(John 1:3; Col. 1:16; Rev. 4:11). “And 
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we by him.” Believers are the fruit of 
His grief and toil. 

To acknowledge Jesus as Lord and 
believe in one’s heart that God hath 
raised Him from the dead spells salva- 
tion (Rom. 10:9). Someone has said 
that the last business of Christ’s life 
on earth was the saving of a penitent 
thief who acknowledged Him “Lord” 
(Luke 23:42, 43). 


“And through thy knowledge shall 
the weak brother perish .. .?” (1 Cor. 
8:11).—“The perishing has nothing to do 
with the salvation of the soul. It means 
rather that the weak brother would be 
put out of aetion and destroyed as to 
his spiritual state and consequently as 
to his testimony and service, by his 
weak conscience being wounded. No 
believer who falls under a cloud, owing 
to a defiled conscience, is of any use in 
the wars of the Lord” (F, B, Hole). 


TEMPERANCE NOTES 


There is a club in San Francisco with 
a membership of 4,900 which does an 
annual gross business in food and liquor 
of more than $700,000! 

The estimate of the Licensed Beverages 
Industries, Inc., is that moonshiners are 
still doing a one billion dollar a year 
business in the U.S.A. 

Consumption of legal, tax-paid spirits 
totaled 215,000,000 gallons in 1956. “If 
we consider,” the report continues, “in 
addition 76,000,000 gallons of illicit 
spirits were produced and distributed 
last year, it must be concluded that one 
gallon in every four consumed was 
moonshine!” 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, in our lesson today Paul 

is telling the Corinthians how to 
deal with their liberties without offend- 
ing others. In controversial matters a 
good sport will respect the right of his 
opponent to differ with him and will 
even yield to him the right to say so. 
Paul here is talking about eating the 
meat that had been offered in worship 
to idols. The Jews held strong convic- 
tions, some saying it was sinful, others 
regarding it as all right. Of course this 
does not concern us today, because we 
do not live in a country where most 
of the people offer sacrifices to idols. 
But we are concerned with the matter 
of fair play and reasonableness. We 
have opinions and convictions quite 
different from those of some very good 
people, but that need not causé us to 
offend them, Neither do we have to 
compromise in principle. 

When this lesson writer took unto 
him a wife, he married into a lovely 
family, noted for their Christian piety 
and godly life; but they gathered the 
eggs from the henhouse on the Lord’s 
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Day. My family never did that, be- 
cause it was considered a breach of 
the Fourth Commandment. We waited 
until Monday to gather the eggs. But 
my family did not hesitate to write a 
social letter on the Lord’s Day, and her 


family regarded that as a breach of 


the Fourth Commandment. So now, 
what should we two do about it—this 
new partnership being formed from two 
families with quite different ideologies 
as to eggs and letters on the Lord’s Day 
—this bride and groom with full purpose 
of living by our convictions and at the 
same time approving of each other? 
Well, this is what we did. She stopped 
gathering eggs on the Lord’s Day and 
I postponed social letter writing until 
Monday. In this we were both saying 
with Paul, “Wherefore, if meat maketh 
my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh 
while the world standeth, lest I make 
my brother to offend” (1 Cor. 8:13). 
Paul did not lose anything by that; he 
was not obliged to eat the meat. It 
was only a matter of personal prefer- 
ence, and not of principle; and he tre- 
mendously gained by the peace it gave 
his own heart. 

So, too, we “lived happily ever after” 
‘and forgot all about eggs and letters. 

After all, it is the spirit of peace 
without compromise of principle that 
counts for most, 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning Ann will lead us in 
singing the first verse of the song, 
“Our Parents,” and then she will teach 
us the second verse. Now Cheryl will 
teach us Ephesians 6:2. Remember, 
Sandra, that next Sunday you are tell- 
ing the first part of the story, “The 
Girl Who Walked a Thousand Miles.” 
We know some things about Paul’s 
life in Corinth: The last time we studied 
it, he had left the synagogue there and 
was teaching in a nearby house. Not 
only Aquila and Priscilla followed Paul 


"there, but Crispus, the chief ruler of 


the synagogue, came also. How angry 
the unbelieving Jews must have been 
to see him turn in at the home of Justus 
to hear Paul, instead of coming into the 
synagogue as he had done before! When 
he with all his house openly confessed 
faith in Christ and were baptized, many 
other Corinthians followed their exam- 
ple. The Jews were so enraged that 
they would have injured Paul if the 
Lord had not restrained them. He sent 
Paul a special message of encourage- 
ment at that time also. Read it in Acts 
18:9, 10. So in spite of their angry 
threats, Paul stayed in Corinth a year 
and a half, teaching the Word of God. 

Now the synagogue had a new chief 
ruler named Sosthenes. When the Jews 
saw an increasing number of Corjnthians 
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who used to attend the synagogue de- 
serting their services and joining Paul's 
followers, their anger rose to a new 
height. In mad rage they rushed into 
the house next door, seized Paul, and 
dragged him into court, accusing him 
of teaching people to worship God con- 
trary to the Law. 

But Gallio, the Roman deputy, would 
not listen to them. He did not want 
to be bothered with either the Jews’ 
complaints or Paul’s defense. He sim- 
ply dismissed the case. The Jews were 
so determined to get Paul into trouble 
that they would not leave the court- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Mr. Smith has illustrated four of his 
books with Little Jetts: 

“The Little Jetts Bible’ (Old Tes- 
tament). 

“The Little Jetts New Testament.” 

“The Pilgrim's Progress,” rewritten, 
on gm and abbreviated for young 
people. 


The price of these three is $2.50 
each, postpaid. 
“Little Jetts Youth Talks,” $2. 


To be ordered from the Rev. Wade 
C. Smith, Weaverville, N. C. 

(A special etching on the fiyleaf 
with autograph of the author if re- 
quested.) 
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A Blind Man 
Makes Others See 


This is Michael Belos, a blind man in 
Greece whose only desire in life is to 
make others see Christ. He is now a 
missionary of the American Mission to 
Greeks engaged in the distribution of 
the Word of God and in evangelistic 
work. Here is what he wrote us: “I was 
deeply touched to receive your gift of 
$10 which came as a sweet savor to re- 
fresh my spirit. I am so burdened’ for 
souls that I shall spend half of it for 
traveling expenses to go to various 
places to distribute the Word of God and 
Christian literature. The authorities 
would often come to arrest me, but 
when they realize I am blind they let me 
free. So my blindness’ is used in a 
wonderful way to make others see my 
Christ, and I praise Him for it.” 


Friends, think of it. A blind man in 
utter need himself, giving up half of this 
little gift sent him for his personal needs 
to make others see. How does your 
love for the Master compare with his? 
Will you help him make other Greeks 
see Jesus? You can contribute to his 
personal support of $50 a month and also 
help him travel and provide him with 
Scriptures and Christian literature. $10 
will provide 40 Greek New Testaments 
for him. May God speak to your heart 
so that you can make Michael Belos 
your missionary in Greece today. Send 
your gifts to the American Mission to 
Greeks, Inc., Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, 
General Secretary, Dept. S, P.O. Box 
423, New York 36, N.Y. (In Canada: 
90 Duplex Avenue, Toronto 7, Ontario.) 


Stara AMERICAN MISSION TO GREEKS, INC. 


P.O. BOX 423, NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 
CANADA: 90 DUPLEX AVE., TORONTO 7, ONT 
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room till he drove them from his judg- 
ment seat, 

This uproar in their prosperous city 
angered the Greeks so much that they 
seized Sosthenes, ruler of the syna- 
gogue, and beat him in front of the 
judgment seat. But Gallio paid no at- 
tention to this wrong either. Appar- 
ently all he cared about was to hold 
his job and draw his salary. 

But Sosthenes must have been greatly 
disturbed to receive the beating he had 
meant Paul to get. We do not know 
much about him, but I believe he left 
the synagogue, too. What had happened 
to the former ruler of the synagogue? 
(He got saved.) Yes, and I believe 
Sosthenes did, too. Turn to 1 Corin- 
thians 1:1. Since Sosthenes is here 
called “our brother” and coupled with 
Paul in this Epistle to the Corinthians, 
it would seem that he must be a man 
they knew. They certainly would re- 
member the Sosthenes who was beaten 
at the time of the riot. When I get to 
Heaven I intend to ask Sosthenes if he 
is not the same man. If he says, “Yes,” 
then I want to ask him to tell the story 
of his conversion. 

How could one man, working to sup- 
port himself in a big heathen city like 
Corinth, teach enough in less than two 
years to stir the whole city and to leave 
behind him a large Christian church? 
Of course it was God’s power, but Paul’s 
attitude was such that He was able to 
use him in this remarkable manner. 

Now we are going to read 1 Corin- 
thians 8. This chapter was written in 
answer to one of the questions the 
Corinthians asked Paul. The question 
seems to have been, “Is it wrong to eat 
food offered to idols?” That question 
does not concern us particularly, but 
Paul’s answer does, because it applies 
to many things that come up in our 
lives, and it shows us Paul’s intense de- 
sire to refrain from everything that 
could in any wise stumble someone 
else. 

This one, chapter would make me ab- 
stain from all intoxicants if there were 
no other Scripture on the subject, be- 
cause I know that liquor does cause 
others to stumble. So even though I 
might think that I was able to drink 
a little now and then without develop- 
ing a taste for it, I could not do it, lest 
someone else, seeing me drink, would 
do likewise and become a slave to the 
habit. Our lives would count for Christ 
much more if we, like Paul, loved 
others so much that we would do noth- 
ing that could possibly stumble them, as 
long as the world stands, 





During this quarter and the next we will use 
the Scripture Catechism Card, “Conduct 
Toward Others,” 20c a dozen; the book, “‘The 
Enemy Guest,” 60c; and the accompanying 
chorus sheets, 50c a dozen. If all three helps 
are ordered together from V. D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash., they may be had for $1, 
postpaid. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Strong for Ourselves and Others 
(1 Cor. 10:12, 18, 28, 24) 


ET us go sight-seeing in Corinth. 
First, we must find where we are 
on a map. (Note the location on an 
isthmus. Have at hand the National 
Geographic Magazine 1, December, 1922; 
December, 1930; March, 1944.) Here we 
are in an airplane, looking down on that 
narrow neck of land (1944, p. 278). 
What do you see? 
Shall we go for a boat ride through it? 
(1922, p. 590; 1930, p. 678.) Can you 
imagine the old days when boats were 
dragged across land? (1944, p. 303.) See 
the steep hill back of the city in the 
distance? Want to climb it for a. good 
view? It’s forty minutes of stiff, uphill 
work! (p. 285.) I wonder where the 
house is that was the church for Corin- 
thian Christians, where Paul’s Letter 
was read. While we rest, tell us what 
he wrote about preachers and love. 
Ready to go again? Down here (in- 
dicate) are the ruins of a temple of 
Apollo (not Apollos the preacher, but 
an imaginary god). We’ll go down and 
look at them (1930, p. 675). In Paul’s 
time the temple looked more like this 
(1944, p. 284). Inside there may have 
been an image similar to this (1922, p. 
580). Here at Apollo’s temple, let us 
try to imagine processions of people 


‘ coming from the city, dressed like this 


(1930, pl. XXIV). Dozens of oxen have 
been killed and a gré@@t feast is being 
held in honor of Apollo. Imagine 
Stephanas’s young son, about your age 
—we'll call him Philip—begging his 
father to let him go with the boys 
across the street. “No,” says Father 
Stephanas, “we are Christians, we do 
not go to the temple to worship any 
more.” “But, Daddy,” Philip may 
plead, “all the boys are going, even 
Rufus and his father Fortunatus. They 
are Christians. They say there is no 
harm. Apollo is not really a god. There 
is only one God, our Heavenly Father 
and His Son, Jesus Christ. That image 
is just some marble. The feast is like 
eating any other food for uS who do 
Mot believe in idols. We just want to 
go for fun and there’s no harm in that.” 
“No, Son, you may not go. Remember 
Daniel. He would not eat even the 
king’s food which had been offered to 
idols!” 

Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus 
were chosen to take a letter to Paul 
about this matter. His answer, in short, 
was: Those gods are nothing but im- 
agination. So the food is not hurt as 
far as your eating it is concerned. But 
do not go to the temple and eat it. Do 

1Borrow the magazines referred to from 
the public library. 


What is it for?’ 
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not eat it at your neighbor’s if he tells 
you it has been offered to idols, be- 
cause he does not understand, and you 
may lead him, or others who see you, 
into sin. Anything may be all right, 
yet it may not be worth while. Any- 
thing may be all right, yet it may not 
do any good. One should not think just 
of himself but of the other fellow. 

I can imagine Philip felt terribly sorry 
for himself because he could not go, 
like the others. Grouch, sulk, grouch! 
Paul warned: Let anyone who thinks 
he is standing watch out not to fall. 
No trouble has come to you but such 
as other people have. God can be 
trusted. He will not let you have too 
hard a trouble, but along with the 
trouble, He will provide the way out, 
so you can stand it. 

When you want to do something 
Mother thinks a Christian should not 
do, but you can see no harm in it, read 
this (give each a small scroll with the 
last three sentences of Paul’s answer 
above). Then hunt up the Bible words 
(1 Cor. 10:23, 24). Memorize the last 
one, our Memory Verse. When things 
are just too, too hard for you, read 
this (Paul’s warning above, on the 
back of the scroll), and find the Bible 
words (1 Cor. 10:12, 13). Memorize the 
last one, the Golden Text. Read one or 
both of these references every day this 
week, and watch especially your exam- 
ple before the younger children. 


Orono, MAINE, 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


(<4 ADDY,” just - your - size - Ruth 

called. “May I come downstairs? 
I want to ask you a question.” Ruth 
and her three sisters and brother had 
all gone to bed. Actually, they had 
gone to their bedrooms. For before 
they went to bed, each one read a chap- 
ter or two from the Bible and had pri- 
vate prayers. Each morning they did 
the same thing. In addition, after din- 
ner the family always had family wor- 
ship. It is no wonder, is it, that the 
Buhler family is such a nice family. 
You would love them, I know. 


The children know that once their 
daddy has told them it is bedtime, there 
is no use to try to stay downstairs for 
anything—nor to return for anything. 
So Daddy Buhler knew that when his 
little girl called, wanting to ask him a 
question, it must be something very 
important. That is why he immediately 
replied, “Of course; honey, come on 
down.” He took his blue-eyed blondie 
on his lap, tucking her robe around her 
legs. “Now, my dear, what is your 
question?” he wanted to know, 

“Daddy, I was reading the tenth chap- 
ter of First Corinthians.” Ruth ex- 
plained, holding her finger on the page. 
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“Will you please help me to under- 
stand what some of the verses mean? 
The twelfth verse says that we, if we 
think we are standing, should take 
heed unless we fall. Then the next 
verse says that God will not suffer us 
to be tempted above what we are able. 
Now, please, Daddy, will you tell me 
what these verses mean?” 

“We have to look at the beginning of 
the chapter to see what the Apostle 
Paul was writing about,” Daddy began, 


slowly reading those verses to himself. * 


“This tells us that long before Paul 
wrote this Letter to the Corinthians, 
the people of God had some unusual 
experiences. They, you will remember, 
had been out of their own land and 
down in the land of Egypt. They were 
slaves to the Egyptians. God had done 
many wonderful things to help them es- 
cape: He caused a great cloud to cover 
them from their Egyptian enemies (1 
Cor. 10:1). He opened up the Red Sea 
so that the many thousands of His 
people could walk right through on dry 
land! He gave them food and water in 
the wilderness where none of these 
things could be had (vs, 3, 4). It is 
hard for us to understand how God did 
all of these wonderful things. Do you 
think the people were all pleased that 
God had taken such good care of them?” 
Ruth shook her head vigorously, “Right 
you are,” her daddy continued. “Many 
of them never got to their own land 
because they displeased God (v. 5). 
After all He had done for them, some 
turned to worshiping false, make-be- 
lieve gods (v. 7). Some murmured 
against God (v. 10). Others did things 
that God hated (v. 8). All of them had 
been delivered from the Egyptians in 
the same miraculous ways. Perhaps 
they were somewhat proud that God 
had done so much for them. But then 
they sinned. So God punished them 





(13) 797 


, ORGANIZATIONS 


'\ EARN EXTRA MONEY! 


Build up YOUR TREASURY — $50 to 
$500 — with this winning plan that has 
‘ been so successful in ies Clubs, other 
‘ societies and copuniestiom, Your group 
will have no outlays or money ris! 


‘% You and your group can offer a 

* 4 from-the-mill values in Coastline Nylon 

\@ Hosiery, a quality best-seller. ouapies 

are sent and you pay only after the 

merchandise is sold and the customer catished: unsold 

lots can be returned. We'll gladly send you all details 

and returnable samples to show at your next meeting. 

Please write and give name of organization, name 

address of President or Treasurer. Mail a postcard 
TODAY! 

REHOBOTH HOSIERY MILLS 


Rehoboth Beach, Delaware Dept. 30 








The Christian Sanatorium 


is in need of 


A Recreational Therapist 


Send your inquiry stating training and 
experience to 
MEDICAL DIRECTOR 
Christian Sanatorium 
301 Sicomac Ave, Wyckoff, N. J. 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


white Christians to take more interest in 
helping young Negroes in the Gospel of 
Christ? Let Carver Bible Institute be 
your agent. We conduct: 

Bible school, day and night classes; free 
correspondence school; literature distri- 
bution. We invite your investigation. 

Prayer helpers urgently needed. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














e } . ° 
The American-European Bethel Mission, Inc. 
founded by Rev. and Mrs. Leon Rosenberg 
Our Unique Orphanage in the Holy Land 


I. Our Orphanage in Haifa, Israel, is a Memorial to the many boys and 
girls of Hebrew-Christians in our former Orphanage in Poland who 


were slain by the Nazis. 


II. Our Orphanage is an uncompromising Gospel testimony in the Holy 
Land, established on uncontested ground, and it is officially registered 


with the Israeli Government. 


III. It is a children’s Bible Institute for the preparation of future witnesses. 
IV. Asa faith work, this unique Orphanage needs and deserves the coopera- | 


tion, by prayer and practical assist- 
ance, of every Christ-loving person. 


HEADQUARTERS: 
252 North Dillon Street 
Dept. ST \ 


Los Angeles 26, Calif., U.S.A. 
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by not letting them get to the land He 
had for them, 

“Having reminded the Corinthians of 
these things that had happened for ex- 
amples (v. 11), the Apostle Paul de- 
clares that they, too, should keep from 
being proud because of what God had 
done for them. Their pride would cause 
them tn stumble and be punished. That 
is what the twelfth verse means. The 
word ‘temptation’ in verse thirteen 
means, in this case, the same thing as 
‘testing. Paul told the Corinthians 
(and this is for us, as well, you know) 
that they were not tested any differ- 
ently from the way others were tested. 
And, he adds, ‘God is faithful, who will 
not let you be tested more than you 
are able to stand.’ He will give strength 
to every tested Christian so that he 
never neéd be defeated by Satan. So, 
my dear little Ruth,” Daddy Buhler 
continued, “whenever you have any 
kind of testing, cry out to your loving 
Father in Heaven. He is faithful. He 
will help you if you sincerely want His 
help. He allows the testing so that you 
will learn to trust Him. Only through 
such testings will my dear little girl 
learn how wonderfully faithful He is. 
You need not be afraid of testings, God 
is faithful.” é 


LANCASTER, Pa. 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon reqtest from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St,, Philadelphia 5. 
A list of tHe lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
\ @ dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 

He Knows Our Load Limit—God is 
faithful, who will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able (1 Cor. 
10:13, Golden Text). Our Heavenly 
Father is keenly, aware of just what 
each of us can bear. One often sees 
on the approaches to bridges some such 
sign as “Load Limit Ten Tons,” or, 
“Load Limit Five Tons,” as the case may 
be. Trucks with burdens that would en- 
danger the safety of the bridge may not 
be driven over it. Although Christians 
carry no visible signs, God knows the 
‘load limit’ of every one of us, and He 
will never permit that load limit to be 
violated—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent. by B. M. Dobbin, Rich- 
mond, Kans. 


Strange Inconsistency—And if any 
man think that he knoweth any thing, 
he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to 
know (1 Cor, 8:2). An officer from 
Japan visiting America, while looking 
one day about the big city, saw a man 
stop a milk wagon. “Is he going to 


arrest the man?” he asked. “No,” was 
the answer; “he.must see that the milk 
sold by this man is pure, with no water 
or chalk mixed in it.” 


“Would chalk 
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or water poison the milk?” “No; but the 
people want pure milk if they pay for it.” 
As the officer passed a whisky saloon, a 
man staggered out, struck his head against 
a lamppost, and fell to the sidewalk. 
“What is the matter with that man?” 
“He is laded full-of bad whisky.” “Is 
it poison?” “Yes; a deadly poison,” 
was the answer. “Do you watch the 
selling of whisky as you do the milk?” 
asked the Japanese. “No.” At the mar- 
kets they found a man looking at the 
meat to see if it was healthy. “I can’t 
understand your country,” said the Jap- 
anese. “You watch the meat and the 
milk, and let men sell whisky as much 
as they please.”"—From Missionary Re- 
view. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hills- 
boro, Kans. 


Giving God the Benefit of the Doubt. 
—But if any man love God, the same is 
known of him (1 Cor. 8:3). A teen- 
age girl, not long converted, sought 
counsel from the godly minister of her 
church. She told him in a quiet, sin- 
cere way that she wanted to be the 
best kind of witness for the Lord, but 
didn’t know where to “draw the line” 
on certain kinds of pleasures that many 
Christian young people thought were 
all right. “Well, Elizabeth,” said the 
minigter, ‘I’m going to tell you what 
a man of God told a young lady long 
ago, when she asked him the same kind 
of question you’re asking. She, too, said 
she wanted to be the best kind of wit- 
ness for Christ, and the man of God 
said to her: ‘Christ is now your new 
Companion. Will these pleasures 
strengthen your daily walk with Him? 
Can you invite Him to take part in these 
things? And are the men and women 
of God whom you know to be inter- 
cessors and soul-winners lending their 
support to these things?’ Now, Eliza- 
beth, if you are still doubtful about 
these things, no matter what other 
Christians do, just you give God the 
benefit of the doubt, and He will bless 
you far beyond my telling.”—As told 
by Elizabeth. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, 
Toronto, Can, 


Both Saviour and Master.—And one 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all 
things, and we by him (1 Cor. 8:6). 
Years and years ago, when God was 
bringing me out of the darkness of 
atheism and unbelief, that word “Mas- 
ter” stood as a great shining pillar 
across the way, and it seemed impos- 
sible for me to become a Christian 
until I was willing to recognize Him 
as Master as well as Saviour. There 
was a hymn that was exceedingly re- 
pugnant to me at that time, written by 
Frances Ridley Havergal: “Take my 
life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to 
Thee.” I could see that after the Lord 
Jesus had given Himself for me, He 
had the right to claim all that I had. 
I need not pretend that Christian dis- 
cipleship means anything else than that. 
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—From J. Russell Howden, in a ser- 
mon at Moody Church, Chicago. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Azxtell, Kans. 


Why He Turned Down His Glass.— 
But take heed lest !by any means this 
liberty of your’s become a stumbling- 
block to them that are weak (1 Cor. 
8:9). At a publ’c banquet it was noticed 
that a distinguished general turned 
down all the wine glasses grouped about 
his plate. A lady sitting beside him 
asked, “Do you ever drink wine, Gen- 
eral?” “No, madam, never,” was the 
courteous reply. “I don’t wish to be 
impertinent,” said the lady, “but I'd 
like to know why a person of your age 
and character shouldn’t enjoy the pleas- 
ure of an occasional glass of wine.” 
“Perhaps an occasioOna] glass would not 
hurt me,” said the General, smiling. 
“But that young fellow over there”— 
he indicated a handsome youth at an- 
other table—‘is my son. If I don’t 
drink, he won't. If I do, the chances 
are he’ll follow my example. I turn 
down the wine glasses—and you see he 
has done the same.”—From Alliance 
Weekly. Sent by Mrs. J. W. Blaes, 
Webster Groves, Mo. Prize illustration. 


Lawful but Not Expedient.—If any 
man see thee which hast knowledge 

. (1 Cor. 8:10). In a certain church 
the Sunday school superintendent and 
a Bible-class teacher were leading citid 
zens who felt that they were within 
their rights when they went with their 
wives to an occasional dance where 
they mingled with their social equals 
in quite respectable associations. In 
another place, a popular dance _ hall, 
certain young people of the church were 
also to be found, often exposing them- 
selves to evil associations thereby. The 
pastor was -concerned, but when he 
warned his young people, they pointed 
to the superintendent and teacher as 
good citizens and Christian workers who 
saw no harm in dancing. The pastor 
took the two men aside one day and 
put the situation before them, and, to 
their credit, both agreed that if their 
example imperiled some of the young 
people, they should cease attending 
dances, and they did. Likewise we 
should be willing to deny ourselves cer- 
tain indulgences that may seem lawful 
for us if the good of souls and the cause 
of Christ require of us such self-denial. 
—From J. E. Harris, in Christian Di- 
gest. Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, 
Kans. 


Obedience to the Rule of Love— 
—Wherefore, if meat make my brother 
to offend, I will eat no flesh while the 
world standeth, lest I make my brother 
to offend (1 Cor. 8:13). When my 
father was a young man he worked on 
a steamship on which he and one other 
young chap were the only Christians 
on the crew. It was the custom to 
serve liquor daily to the crew. ‘These 
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two young Christians always threw 
theirs overboard. They would neither 
drink it themselves nor give it to others, 
though some resented what they con- 
sidered waste of liquor they would have 
been glad to drink. What made those 
young men act as they did? They 
would not drink themselves lest liquor 
should enslave and ruin them as they 
could see it enslaving and destroying 
others. And they would not give the 
liquor to those who would have taken 
it, because they would not do what 
could prove harmful to others. They 
might have said: “If those chaps want 
to take a chance and drink our liquor, 
they can have it. It’s none of our busi- 
ness.” But’ young Christians though 
they were, they knew it was their busi- 
ness to avoid any action that could 
harm others. They knew the curse that 
liquor is to many, and so their portion 
went into the sea, no matter if others 
did curse or scoff. Their firm stand was 
an act of obedience to the rule of love 
given in our lesson: “Wherefore, if 
meat causeth my brother to stumble, I 
will eat no flesh for evermore, that I 
cause not my brother to stumble” (1 
Cor. 8:13, R.S.V.). As Paul would act 
about meat offered to idols, so those 
young men acted about liquor. They 
would do nothing that might stumble 
others or lead them astray. They would 
remember that we are each one our 
brother’s keeper, and act accordingly. 
Let us all pattern our conduct likewise. 
—From Joseph Edwin Harris, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y.; and B. M. 
Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 793) 

1. By indicating what is required in 
specified situations. 

2. By presenting great principles 
which are applicable in a wide range of 
situations, 

3. The eating of meat which had been 
offered in sacrifice to the idol in the 
heathen temple. 

4. Knowledge and love, 

5. Knowledge tends to puff up the 
one who has it, but love seeks to build 
up the other party (1 Cor, 8:1). 

6. Knowledge that there is only one 
God would do away with’ the reality 
of the idol as a religious object, and 
therefore would recognize no difference 
in meat so offered (vs. 4-6). 

7. Love would consider those who 
still felt the religious significance of the 
idol, and avoid a practice which might 
be copied by them and bring them into 
condemnation and bondage. 

8. Our liberty should be limited by 
the consideration of what would cause 
ancther to stumble (v. 9). 
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9. By showing that sinning against a 
weak brother is sinning against Christ 
(v. 12). 

10. The principle which Paul brings 
to bear on the original question is ap- 
plicable in the whole field of doubtful 
practices, 

ELMHUvRST, ILL. 
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Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 
By Helen G. H. Estelle 


Honorary President of the New York Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union 

At the International Police Chiefs 
Convention in Chicago, Joseph Thurs- 
ton, Chicago police liaison officer, made 
the statement that the records of that 
city show that “alcoho] drinkers create 
80 per cent of all the disturbances.” 


Every Church Member Can Do Four 
Things: 

1. Be an abstainer. 

2. Maintain an alcohol-free home; no 
wine, no cocktails. 

3. Be informed, and give a reason for 
abstinence. 

4. Be eager to help others to know 
the value of sobriety. 


Vodka, the alcoholic beverage of Com- 
munist Russia, a potential menace, is 
being popularized in America today. 
Note the advertisements in the New 
York City papers even to mix it with 
your orange juice, as well as with other 
liquors. It is a colorless, odorless intoxi- 
cant, and some of the ads even say that 
no odor is left on the breath after drink- 
ing it. In six years it has become very 
popular, and records show a phenome- 
nal increase of 1,500 per cent in use. 
Unless it is checked, our political secur- 
ity hangs in the balance. 


When John Wesley attended Oxford 
University, he was shocked at the drink- 
ing done by students and faculty alike. 
He wrote his mother asking how he 
should face this situation. Very wisely, 
Susannah Wesley replied, “My dear son, 
remember that anything which in- 
creases the authority of the Body over 
the mind is an evil thing.” Would that 
many fathers and mothers would give 
the same admonition today. 


Not Friendly Rivalry!—In our em- 
bassies and in foreign capitals, the 
nations are trying to outdo each other 
in the amount of cocktail entertaining 
to “soften up” the opposition. Our 
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State Department persuaded Congress, in 
1956, to pass an appropriation of $1,000,- 
000 for such entertaining. Many of the 
men admitted that the larger part of 
this appropriation went for liquor, How 
can we hope for better understanding 
among leaders when liquor flows so 
freely? The souls of men should not 
be controlled by their appetites. How 
can nations learn to love one another 
if they take advantage through alcohol- 
clouded brains? 


Prohibition of the ‘sale of alcoholic 
beverages during week ends and holi- 
days became effective in San Salvador 
recently. This partial prohibition is 
one of a series of measures adopted by 
the new president, Jose Mara Lemua, to 
curb the growing criminality and vice. 


Lily Pons has well earned the infor- 
mal title, “Music’s First Lady.” Prob- 
ably the most decorated entertainer 
alive today, her honors include awards 
from the French, Belgian, and United 
States Governments. Besides her tele- 
vision, radio, and motion picture ap- 
pearances, Miss Pons gives an average 
of six performances at the Metropoli- 
tan Opera Company, and frbm twelve 
to fifteen concerts a year. She asserts 
that her essentially simple life is the 
secret of her great success. 

Of liquor, she says: “People who use 
liquor are unable to be themselves; 
they depend upon it like narcotics. I 
have seen many careers fail because 
of these habits. Drinking does not 
give anything to the drinker. It is de- 
structive.” 


Expensive Entertaining.—A University 
of Illinois professor, Dr. Andrew C. 
Ivy, has come up with a figure long 
secret in the State Department. He 
says: “The State Department serves 
twelve million cocktails a year to per- 
sons it entertains. That’s 32,876 cock- 
tails a day and, at 50 cgnts a throw, the 
cost would be $6 million a year.” A 
State Department spokesman refused to 
comment, saying, however, “These 
items are fixed by Congress at a closed 
hearing so that foreign nations won’t 
get the idea we’re squabbling about 
how much hospitality we should ex- 
tend.” 

Young people say they learned to 
drink at home. Eugene Gilbert wrote 
for the Washington Sunday Star that 
many young people learn to drink early 
and at home. Five thousand boys and 
girls between fifteen and seventeen, 
from ninety communities, were ques- 
tioned and fifty-six per cent said, 
“Right at home.” Only fifteen per cent 
said they had never had a drink. 
Thirty-three per cent got their first 
drink at parties. Visiting ten college 
campuses in nine states, researchers 
found that only one out of ten college 
boys does not drink at all, and only 
one out of eight does not drink hard 


liquor. 
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Bacchus, the god of wine, for whom 
great orgies were held, was one of the 
most pagan deities of Paul’s time. To- 
day, many Christians bow down to the 
god of drink. They may not think that 
they are worshiping an idol, yet their 
actions may give other people that idea. 

Paul said that the best way to keep 
from being tempted was to flee the 
temptation. Many of us leave alcohol 
alone, but it does not leave us alone. 
Evidence the many abstainers whose 
lives are spoiled because a drinking 
driver gets behind the wheel of a car, 
an accident happens, and a life is lost 
or some are maimed for life. Innocent 
children are made orphans by a drink- 
ing parent who leaves them helpless, 

Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “Let 
no man seek his own, but each his 
neighbor’s good” (1 Cor, 10:24, A.S.V.). 
Christian freedom calls for self-sacrifice. 
Every form of sin demands that some 
price be paid. What thing do we wish 
to sacrifice to gain the freedom of con- 
science that gives a joyous, productive 
Christian life? Self-denial becomes a 
path to fréedom. Paul warned of the 
danger of compromising,because the very 
compromise may boomerang into an un- 
controllable situation. The first glass 
of beer is the most dangerous one. The 
people of Corinth were warned, “Take 
heed lest by any means this liberty of 
yours become a stumblingblock to the 
weak” (1 Cor. 8:9). A Christian, to 
enjoy freedom, should be an abstainer 
as an example to others. 


Ne 
Children at Home 


Faithful Jimmie 
A story from the Navajo Gospel Mission 


IMMIE was a Navajo shepherd boy, 

sixteen years of age. He had never 
been away from his hogan home far 
back on the Navajo reservation. 

One day he heard that the people at 
the mission, seventeen miles away, were 
seeking boys who wanted to learn a 
better way of life and he made up his 
mind that he was going to find out more 
about these white people and their 
teachings, 

The mission folks, in their search for 
boys to take to the summer camps, 
came to Jimmie’s hogan, but they didn’t 
meet Jimmie or learn about him, for 
he was out herding the sheep. 

When Jimmie returned to his home 
and learned of the visit of the mission- 
aries and their purpose in coming he 
was disappointed. How he had longed 
for just this opportunity! 

The following day he suggested to 
his parents that he be permitted to go 
to the mission and attend the camp he 
had heard about. They agreed. 

That afternoon the missionaries saw 


October 12, 1957 


standing before them a tall, lean lad 
with bare feet. He had no shoes and 
had walked the seventeen miles over 
gravel, rocks, and sage brush under a 
burning sun. He had carried no lunch, 

He told his story. Hearts were moved, 
A special trip was made by one of the 
group to take Jimmie to our boys’ camp 
in the pines at Flagstaff. 

There he drank in the beauty of God’s 
creation, he found companionship with 
other boys in playing, he found lots of 
good nourishing food, a friend gave him 
new shoes, but best of all he learned 
about the true God and His love for an 
underprivileged Navajo lad. It wasn’t 
long before he took the Lord Jesus 
Christ into his heart as his Saviour, and 
he testified often to his joy. 

Soon the ten days were over and 
Jimmie, along with the other boys, was 
taken back to the mission and from 
there to his hogan home. 

Several months passed—months dur- 
ing which the missionaries and Jimmie 
didn’t see each other. Then word came 
that Jimmie had been stricken with 
diphtheria and taken Home to Heaven, 
While our hearts grieved over the loss 
of this fine young man who could have 
meant so much to his people we re- 
joiced that he had found Christ during 
the previous summer. One more Navajo 
saved for eternity! 

More months passed. One day a 
Navajo woman, a stranger to us, came 
into our home and sat down. A lad of 
about ten was clinging to her hand. We 
extended our hand in the customary 
Navajo style of greeting and she held it 
fast. Soon we noticed the trembling 
of her body and saw that she was sob- 
bing convulsively. We wept with her 
and waited for her to speak. After a 
silence of ten minutes she told us that 
she was Jimmie’s mother. She told us 
of Jimmie’s illness and death. She said 
she had wanted to come before but 
could not because of her great grief. 

We learned that Jimmie had faithfully 
witnessed to her of his faith in the “true 
God,” and that he had told her he was 
not afraid to die, for he was “going to 
be with Jesus, his Saviour, in God's 
beautiful Home beyond the blue sky.” 
The little lad with her had come to know 
Christ and had been witnessing to her 
also since Jimmie had gone. 

“IT have come to be taught how to 
walk the ‘Jesus Road’ and prepare my- 
self to go to that same Home,” were 
the words that revealed the real pur- 
pose of her visit. She was told God’s 
plan of salvation and accepted it. Kneel- 
ing with us in prayer she found peace 
and comfort as she found Christ. 

As we watched the mother and little 
son leave the mission we rejoiced that 
some day they would be reunited with 
Jimmie in God’s beautiful Home, and 
would stand to the praise and glory of 
the Christ who died for them through 
all eternity. 
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Lesson for October 27 


Living by Grace 
(Continued from page 791) 


The man of course was startled at 
this, and looked up. Dr. Wilson said, 
“TI did not tell you to say that. I told 
you to tell the Lord that you were a 
lost sinner, and that you believed that 
Christ died on the cross for your sins, 
and that you wanted Him as your own 
personal Saviour.” 

Again the man started to pray: “O 
Lord, it seems from what Dr. Wilson 
says that I told You the wrong thing 
before. I know I am a lost sinner. I 
know that Christ died for my sins on 
the cross.” 

He got that far, and then jumped to 
his feet and cried in ecstasy, “I’m saved! 
I'm saved!” 

This man’s first prayer has been 
prayed by countless thousands: “O 
God, L want to be a better man. I want 
to live a better life. I want to get 
closer to God.” 

But that is not salvation. Salvation 
is a miracle, making a man a new 
creature in Christ. This is the meaning 
of being saved by grace through faith. 

But what is to follow? Many Chris- 
tians have not learned that the Chris- 
tian life is to be a moment-by-moment 
miracle, lived only by divine power. Aswe 
are saved by grace through faith, so we 
are to live by grace through faith. 

We have seen that, as the Law of God 
brings conviction of sin to the sinner, 
so the study of the Law of God for the 
Christian reveals to him"the will of God 
for his life. It brings conviction. It 
makes him long for a life of victory, a 
life of holiness. 

Why do many earnest Christians, who 
seek only to pleaSe God, not have vic- 
tory and joy and peace in their lives? 
In many cases it is because they seek 
it, not by faith, but by the works of the 
Law. 

When Paul in Romans 6, 7, and 8 is 
giving the secret of living by grace 
through faith, living by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, he begins by reveal- 
ing what happened to every Christian 
when he was saved. “Are you igno- 
rant?” he asks. He is not asking 
whether they are ignorant of a new 
baptism of the Spirit, or of a deeper 
life, or a higher life. But are they 
ignorant of what happened to them 
when they were saved? He tells them 
that what happened to them is that 
they died with Christ and rose again. 
He illustrates it by saying that they 


were bondslaves, but they were set free. 


He illustrates it by saying that, just as 
the woman married to a husband is free 
from the law of her husband when he 
dies, and is free now to marry another 
man, so we—once joined to sin—have 
been set free. Our sins were laid on 
Christ. He died and was buried, to 
put away our sins. Now we are to be 
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joined to the living Christ. This is what 
happened to every Christian when he 
was saved. We are to put away our 
ignorance, and know it. We are to 
reckon on it. We are to yield our lives 
to the contro] of Christ. 

Does that mean that we have nothing 
more to do? 

We have now been set free from sin. 
We have now been set free from the 
Law. We have died to that wherein we 
were held. Does this mean that we are 
sinless? Does this mean that we have 
nothing more to do with the Law? The 
seventh chapter of Romans is the an- 
swer. This redemption of Christians, 
while it is secure in Christ, will not be 
completed until we have a body like 
Christ’s, until our union with Him is 
complete; and then in every thought, 
and word, and act we will be controlled 
by the Holy Spirit. But now we are 
living in this body that is subject to 
death, this body in which sin is dwell- 
ing. We have still our fallen human 
nature. God, the Holy Spirit, is living 
within us. Paul describes yividly that 
great conflict. His message in Romans 
7 has been the occasion of many con- 
flicts among the theologians as to just 
what is the meaning. We do not here 
go into detail in the matter. We have 
here a revelation of God’s Law. His 
Law is holy, and the commandments of 
God are holy and righteous and good. 
The Law is spiritual, but that Law is 
to reveal the meaning of sin. Every 
Christian, whatever his degree of sanc- 


tification may be, as long as he lives in © 


this body, can say and must say from 
his heart: “For I know that in me, that 
is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing: 
for to will is preser.t with me, but to 
do that which is good is not” (Rom. 
7:18). He cries out, “Wretched man 
that I am! who shall deliver me out of 
the body of this death?” There is an 
answer to that. Let us remember that 
the seventh chapter of Romans closes 
on a nofe of triumph—“I thank God 
through Jesus Christ.our Lord.” This 
means that there is victory by grace 
through faith, 

The recognition of our sin and of our 
failure to meet fully all the high re- 
quirements of God does not bring de- 
spair. It would bring despair apart 
from grace. 

So he goes on, “There is therefore 
now no condemnation to them that _are 
in Christ Jesus.” That expression, “In 
Christ Jesus,” is, of course, the secret 
of the “no condemnation.” Since Christ 
is our righteousness, then we cannot be 
condemned, Then he declares, “For the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
made me free from the law of sin and 
of death.” This does not mean that we 
are sinless, but it means that the “law 
of the Spirit of life” in Christ Jesus 
has set us free from the “law-of sin 
and of death,” which apart from the 
grace of Christ would control us. Then 
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he explains what the Law could not do 
“in that it was weak through the flesh,” 

This is to say that the Law cannot 
make alive. It means that we, in our- 
selves, are not able to keep the Law. 
“God, sending His own Son in the like- 
ness of sinful flesh, and for sin, con- 
demned sin in the flesh.” This sums up 
the glorious work of redemption, Christ 
took our sins. He paid the penalty of 
our sins. He satisfied every requirement 
of the Law. For what purpose? “That 
the righteous requirement of the Law 
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might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 

There follows a description of a life 
of victory for the Christian—not a life 
of sinlessness, and yet a life of victory, 
because it is a life lived by a power 
that is not our own, even the power 
of the Holy Spirit. This is what is 
meant by living by grace. The redemp- 
tion is not complete until the coming 
of Christ, when we have a body just 
like His. We are yet to be glorified. 

Thus the Christian has two choices 
—to live after the flesh, or to live after 
the Spirit. Of course, if a man con- 
tinues to live after the flesh, it means 
that he is not saved. He is in the flesh. 
But we are not in the flesh. We are 
in the Spirit, if so be that the Holy 
Spirit of God dwells within us. But 
every deviation from the Holy Law of 
God is in that measure walking in the 
flesh. What are we to do? We are to 
put to-death the doings of the body. 
That is a life of victory. But we can- 
not put to death the doings of the body. 
That is not what the Word says. It 
says, “If ye, by the Spirit, put to death 
the doings of the body, ye shal] live.” 

This is not a higher Christian life. This 
is not some special second degree Chris- 
tianity. This is God’s provision for 
normal Christian living. But when a 
Christian opens his eyes to see the won- 
der of this, it does come like a second 
conversion to many. It does seem to be 
a second work of grace. It is merely 
that we are opening our eyes and clear- 
ing away our ignorance in seeing that 
this is God’s plan for living the Chris- 
tian life. 

If we began in the Spirit, we are to 
go forward in the Spirit. “As there- 
fore ye received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
so walk in him” (Col. 2:6). “If we 
live by the Spirit, by the Spirit let us 
also walk” (Gal. 5:25). This verse means 
that if we have eternal life by the Holy 
Spirit, then by the same Holy Spirit let 
us walk or let us live day by day. 

Yes, God’s grace abounds for the lost 
sinner condemned by God’s Law. Also, 
God’s grace abounds for the saved sin- 
ner who sees in God’s Law the blessed 
picture of what God wants him to be. 
' He is not terrified by that Law, be- 
cause-it cannot condemn him. Christ 
has cared for that, He is not discour- 
aged by that Law, because it is not 
through the Law that he is to enter into 
the fullness of the blessing. Christ 
cares for that. He is \to live by the 
Spirit. , 

we 
Years of Conflict and Progress 
(Continued from second page) 
erly were brought to bear. Little by 
little the Arians came into positions of 
authority. One after another the sup- 


porters of orthodoxy were attacked on 
various charges. real or imaginary, and 
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it looked as if belief in the full deity 
of Christ would altogether disappear. 

Actually it was a good thing for true 
Christianity that Constantius, the son 
of Constantine who ruled the empire 
after the death of the other sons, es- 
poused the Arian cause and used im- 
perial power to advance it. Orthodoxy 
was persecuted, and had to trust to 
spiritual weapons alone, in its struggle 
for survival. In the end, moral strength 
and intellectual superiority triumphed, 
but more than half a century passed by 
before the First Council of Constanti- 
nople reaffirmed the decisions of Nicea, 
and Arianism ceased to be a factor in 
the Roman Empire, though it lingered 
on among the barbarians for several 
centuries, 

Many men took part in the work that 
eventually won the victory for full be- 
lief in the Trinity. Outstanding among 
them was Athanasius, bishop of Alex- 
andria, whose writings fill a volume of 
this series) No man was ever more 
loved than this inspiring leader, this 
clear thinker and writer, this single- 
eyed defender of God’s truth. Yet no 
man was ever more hated than this one, 
who seemed for a time to stand alone 
against all the world. Five times he 
was banished from Egypt by order of 
one or another of the several emperors 
who ruled during his lifetime. Once 
he had to hide for months in the desert, 
to save his life. Every imaginable 
charge was brought against him, even in- 
cluding the claim that he was keeping 
the grain ships from taking Egyptian 
produce to Constantinople. Athanasius 
bore all the slander and abuse without 
wavering in his clear testimony to the 
truth of God’s Word. Though he did 
not live to see the end of Arianism, it 
was his efforts, more than those of any 
other, that broke its hold, and when 
Athanasius died, the downfall of Arian- 
ism was already beginning to appear 
on the horizon, 

Three other doughty figures contrib- 
uted much to the downfall of Arianism, 
and three volumes of this present series 
are largely devoted to their writings. 
Had their reputations not been over- 
shadowed by the greater one of Atha- 
nasius, who carried on the battle almost 
singlehanded before they appeared, the 
great abilities of these three so-called 
Cappadocian Fathers would have made 
them far better known than they are. 
All we can do here is to mention them: 
Basil, the able administrator, Gregory 
of Nazianzen, the able and effective 
preacher, and Basil’s brother, Gregory of 
Nyssa, the subtle and effective thinker. 

Other great figures appear in the re- 
maining volumes of this series, There 
is Jerome the translator and contro- 
versialist, whose translation of the Bible 
into the language of the common peo- 
ple was so excellently made that it won 
its way against great opposition, and 
eventually came to be so highly re- 
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garded that after people ceased to speak 
its language a powerful church tried 
(and tries even today) to prevent the 
reading. of translations into the new 
languages, insisting that this translation 
should be the sole awthority, even 
though its very name, the Vulgate, 
means a translation into the tongue of 
the common (vulgar) people. There is 
Ambrose, the practical administrator, 
who faced the emperor himself and 
forced him to admit his sin and repent 
before he could again be welcomed in 
the church. We have no space here in 
which to mention the other great and 
interesting writers of the time. Two of 
the greatest figures of this period, Au- 
gustine and Chrysostom, we have al- 
ready dealt with. A whole series of 
volumes (“The Nicene and Post-Nicene 
Fathers,” First Series) is devoted to 
their writings. 

The last volume of the Second Series 
quotes the actions of the seven so- 


called ecumenical councils, starting, 
with Nicea and Constantinople, 
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Free To Do What? 

(Gal. 5:1, 13; Rom. 8:1-8; 1 Cor. 8:9) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 

used by permission. 

N THIS Sunday in Sunday schools 

where the International Uniform 
Lessons are being used, the lesson is 
on temperance. The day is also ob- 
served in many Protestant; evangelical 
churches as Reformation Sunday. Both 
of these themes can be related to our 
young people’s topic for this week. In 
the matter of temperance, we shall see 
that the Christian has been freed from 
bondage to sin, but he has not been 
freed to do as he pleases, for he has 
a responsibility toward others, who 
may be weaker than he is, to abstain 
if necessary even from things that may 
not in themselves be harmful to him. 
He has been set free to serve the living 
God, which he could not do as long as 
he was in bondage to sin. 


$e 

In the matter of the Reformation, we 
should understand that, after the days 
of the early church, slowly but none 
the less surely Christians were brought 
into bondage to the mistaken idea that 
Salvation could be earned by the per- 
formance of certain acts of piety, and 
that the privilege to commit certain 
sins could be bought by means of indul- 
gences. It was not until Martin Luther 
and certain others in the Reformation 
movement denounced the teachings of 
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the church of that day regarding a 
salvation by works and penances and 
the evils of indulgences that men began 
to recognize the truth that was already 
in God’s Word that “the just shall live 
by faith” (Hab. 2:4; Rom. 1:17; Gal. 
3:11; Heb. 10:38). 

As Protestants, we owe a great debt 
to Martin Luther and to the other fear- 
less men of the Reformation who dared 
to speak out against the evils that had 
crept into the Christian church and had 
perverted the plain teachings of God’s 
Word. To them we owe today the priv- 
ilege we have of reading God’s Word 
for ourselves, without having to depend 
upon the interpretations put upon it by 
men who, for their own gain or their 
own lust for power, sought to keep the 
rank and file of the church in ignorance 
and bondage. To the great awakening 
that came as a result of the Reforma- 
tion the evangelical church of today owes 
much of its missionary zeal and its con- 
cern for those who sit in darkness, 
Each of us has shared in the secondary 
blessings that have resulted from this 
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awakening in such areas as liberal edu- 
cation, philanthropic and humanitarian 
institutions such as homes for the aged, 
hospitals, orphanages, and the like, all 
of which are the by-products of a re- 
vived and enlightened Christian church, 
ve 

In the three Scripture portions as- 
signed for this week’s topic, it will be 
found that Pau] is warning Christians 
against two misconceptions that may 
creep in in the matter of their Chris- 
tian liberty. Some of the Galatian 
Christians, to whom one of these Scrip- 
ture portions is addressed, had allowed 
themselves to be confused and entangled 
by certain legalistic Jews, who although 
they claimed to be following Christ, 
insisted on the performance of certain 
Jewish rites and ceremonies by Gentile 
Christians. He reminded the Galatians 
that if’ for salvation and justification 
they were depending on the keeping of 
any part of the Law, then they would 
have to keep every part of it perfectly. 
On the contrary, Christ, who had kept 
the Law perfectly, had freed them from 
the necessity of keeping the Law in or- 
der to be saved, and he urged the Gal- 
atians to stand fast in the liberty with 
which Christ had made them free 
(Gal. 5:1). 

se 

The other danger of which Paul 
warned the Galatians was that of assum- 
ing that, because they had been freed 
from the Law, they were at liberty to 
do as they pleased and to use their 
freedom to indulge their own selfish, 
fleshly desires, or to do those things 
which, although not necessarily sinful, 
might cause difficulty for someone else 
(1 Cor. 8:9). You will remember that 
Paul was willing even to abstain from 
certain types of food, if the eating of 
them would cause one of his fellow 
Christians to stumble. A case in point 
was food that had been offered to idols. 
There were some Christians who felt 
that it was sinful to eat such food, Paul 
pointed out that the mere offering of 
food to idols did not contaminate the 
food and therefore it was not harmful 
for a Christian to eat it. However, for 
the sake of those Christians whose con- 
sciences troubled them if they ate such 
food, Paul was willing to do without it 
(1 Cor, 8:1-13). 


If we today can learn such forbear- 
ance, it will help us to decide what to 
do in many situations that trouble young 
people. It is possible, for example, that 
the use of playing cards for amusement, 
not gambling, or dancing with one’s own 
wife or husband, and the like may not 
harm strong, well-grounded Christians, 
although this is doubtful, and it is 
doubtful that strong, well-grounded 
Christians would want to so indulge. 
Nevertheless, granting that it may not be 
harmful to one individual, such conduct 
may encourage others who are weaker 
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or even may be a hindrance in winning 
others to Christ. 
ye 


The important answer, therefore, to 
the question posed by this week’s topic 
is that Christians are saved to serve (1 
Thess. 1:9, 10; Heb. 9:14). We are not 
our own. We are free from sin’s bond- 
age, but we are not free to do as we 
please and to indulge ourselves. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Dally Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


October 21 to 27 


Mon., Oct. 21.—1 Cor. 8:1-9. 
Liberty Abused. 
PRAYER SuccestTions: “Take heed lest 
by any means this liberty of your’s be- 
come a stumblingblock to them that 
are weak.” God has set us free from the 
servitude to sin. In that liberty where- 
with Christ has made us free in this, 
therefore, let every Christian stand, Be 
no more servants of sin. Do good, and 
no more do evil. Let us teke the above 
text as our watchword against all lax- 
ity in behavior. Use your influence for 
good, not ill. Your liberty ends where 
harm to others, to yourself, and to God’s 
cause begins. Pray for Billy Graham’s 
‘Crusades. 


Tues., Oct. 22.—1 Cor. 8:10-13. 
Self-Sacrificing for Others. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “If meat make 
my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh 
while -the world standeth, lest I make 
my brother to offend.” There are many 
occasions arising that will give offense: 
but let us who are followers of Christ 
be careful to “give none offence, neither 
to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor 
to the church of God” (1 Cor. 10:32). 
Make it your care to be “withont of- 
fence” (Phil. 1:10). Keep a “conscience 
void of offence toward God, and toward 
men” (Acts 24:16). Pray for evangelis- 
tic crusades now being conducted in 
towns and cities throughout the nation, 


Wed., Oct. 23.—1 Cor. 10:7-13. 
Power To Overcome. 
PraYeErR SuccesTions: “God is faithful, 
who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation also make a way to es- 
cape, that ye may be able to bear it.” 
The Devil tempts; but without your con- 
sent, he has no power to succeed in the 
temptation. For overcoming power, you 
must have the grace of Christ, who 
completely triumphed over all the 
power of the Enemy. Temptations come 
from lusts and covetousness. Satan 
studies your whims, desires, and weak- 
nesses. These are his lines of approach. 
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A Wheaton: Annuity 
COULD BE THE 


BEST INVESTMENT. 


you’ve ever made! 





THE YIELD—UP TO 8.6% 
(depending on your age) 


Safe... dependable... Wheaton has never missed 
an annuity payment... 56 years experience! 


A Wheaton Annuity could be your best investment for two important reasons. 
Best from the standpoint of regular, generous returns as long as you live... 
and best because your money will be working “for Christ and His kingdom” 
during your lifetime, and long after you’ve gone to be with the Lord — helping 
to perpetuate Wheaton’s world-wide spiritual impact! 


And you don’t have to be an expert on financial matters . . . no red tape, no 
worries because of fluctuating markets, no reinvestment problems . . . the checks 
keep coming regularly on a specified date as long as you live. And there’s an 
important tax benefit, too. Since your Wheaton Annuity is in reality a gift, a 
‘ggod portion of your annual check is exempt from federal income taxes. 


Here’s an actual case history .. . 


THIS WHEATON ANNUITY HAS PAID OUT $18,200.00 
IN 28 YEARS=AND IS STILL PAYING! 


Back in 1928, just before the Big Depression, Mr. W. W. 
entered into an annuity agreement with Wheaton College — a 
Survivorship contract for $10,000.00. He received checks totaling 
$10,400.00 until his death in 1945. And Mrs. W. is still receiving 
the checks regularly and on time. Her payments to date amount 
to $7,800.00, making a total of $18,200.00 in all — a return 
of 6%2%! . 

During this span of 28 years — a portion of Mr. W’s original 
gift-investment has been working “for Ciiwist and His kingdom” 
— helping to train young men and women for lives of Christian 
service and influence — as missionaries, pastors, teachers, house- 
wives, professional and business people. 


WRITE TODAY FOR FREE BOOKLET . . . PLEASANT TOMORROWS 
We'll be happy to send you this booklet—the Wheaton College story in 
word and pictures—with detailed information on Wheaton annuities. No 
obligation whatsoever. 
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WHEATON COLLEGE ¢ Wheaton, Illinois Dept. ST-207 | 


Please send me, without obligation: 

© Pleasant Tomorrows, the illustrated booklet which explains in detail | 
your Annuity Plan. 

0) Peace of Heart, the handy folder which provides a valuable check t 
list for important and personal papers. 
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Resist him by the Word, by a look to 
Christ, and by resistance in Christ’s 
name and grace. Rray for a greater ex- 
pansion of Sunday schools throughout 
the world. 


Thurs., Oct. 24.—1 Cor. 10:23-33. 
Supreme Criterion. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Even as I please 
all men in all things, not seeking mine 
own profit, but the profit of many, that 
they may be saved.” The standard of 
life for the believer is Christ. His ex- 
emplary life and precepts mark out 
essential things pertaining to Christian 
practice. Is Christ your pattern? See 
that you exhibit more of his gracious 
image; then God, the Son, will own 
your name among the followers of the 
Lamb. Pray for the formation of thou- 
sands of new Child Evangelism classes. 


Fri., Oct. 25.—Gal. 5:13-18. 
Freedom Is Not License. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Brethren, ye 
have been called unto liberty; only use 
not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, 
but by love serve one another.” Chris- 
tian liberty is much misunderstood (in- 
tentionally by some). It is not liberty 
from Gospel rules and regulations (all 
of which are agreeable to the moral 
law), but freedom from ceremonialism, 
sin, and slavish fear. It is liberty to 
love both God and man, but you have 
no license to serve the flesh. The con- 
duct of a Christian must be righteous, 
as his faith must be Scriptural. Faith 
without godliness is futile. Pray for 
the Christian groups in cOlleges and 
universities. 


Sat., Oct. 24—1 Tim. 6:3-10. True Gain. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Godliness with 
contentment is great gain.” True piety 
is the great means of present and eter- 
nal benefits; for without God, the most 
prosperous person in the world may be- 
come a sad beggar outside the gates 
of Paradise. Godliness with content- 
ment exalts the believer far above all 
the common satisfactions of life. True 
happiness lies in piety, because it has 
God for its sufficiency. Is God your all 
in all? Pray for the blessing of God 
to rest upon all Christian educators. 


Sun., Oct. 27.—1 Pet. 2:9-12. 
Christian Behavior. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye are a 
chosen generation, a royal priest- 
hood, an holy nation, a peculiar peo- 
ple; that ye should shew forth the 
praises of him who hath called you 
out of darkness into his marvellous 
light.” Your mode of behavior shows 
others whether you are, or are not, 4 
Christian. What you do, and the 
way you deport yourself, says far 
more about you than your testimony. 
Obedience is your strongest witness 
for Christ. Pray for the kind of life 
indicated in the above text, 
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